Dear Friends
Dear Friends,
A recent ComRes survey reported that 51% of those polled
prayed, and that 20% said they did so regularly.
Unsurprisingly, people prayed about the things they feel most
strongly about: topping the list are family (71%), friends (40%)
and praying for healing (40%). 42% of those who prayed did so
to express thankfulness.
Some might have the view that prayer and connecting with God
are outdated, but the fact that so many people pray is testimony
to the reality that we are all fundamentally spiritual. The Bible
says that God has put “eternity in our hearts”. We intuitively feel
the need to connect with a transcendent, all-powerful God.
Interestingly, of those polled, just 9% regularly attended a
church. Are you one of those who often prays but doesn’t
attend church?
You don’t need to be in a church to pray and you won’t earn
brownie points with God, but let me assure you of a warm
welcome at any of the four churches in our parishes; get
together with others, be encouraged, and learn more about the
God so many of us pray to.
With warm regards,
Matt Rees
St Briavels Congregational Church
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BROCKWEIR MORAVIAN CHURCH
Church Services for February 2018
Sun

4 Feb

6.00 pm

Rev Patsy Holdsworth & Rev Robert Simpson
(Joint Holy Communion at Brockweir)

Sun

11 Feb

6:00 pm

Russell Doddington

Sun

18 Feb

6:00 pm

Mandy Vaughan

Sun

25 Feb

6.00 pm

Rev Stuart Jackson

REGULAR MEETINGS AND ACTIVITIES
Tap Dancing
6.45-7.45 & 7.45-8.45 – Mondays in the School Room. ‘Tap for Fun’ classes
for adults from complete beginners to intermediate levels. Please contact
Deborah Stock on 07801 479269, email deborahstock@aol.com for more
information.
Table Tennis
2.15 - 4.00 p.m. - Tuesdays & Thursdays in the School Room.
Players of all abilities always welcome - for more information contact Jean
Taylor on 01291 689565.
Charity Lunch, 12 noon, the Sunday School Room, 1st Thurs of month
Thurs 1st February – In aid of the Chernobyl Children’s Lifeline (CCLL).
Book Group
Please contact Heather Armstrong (01291 689326) for details.
Brockweir & Hewelsfield History Group
Normally on the 2nd Thursday of the month at 7.30 p.m. in the Sunday
School. No Meeting in February.
Food Bank Collection
Donations for the foodbank may be brought to services, charity lunches etc
or left in the church porch at any time. We welcome your gifts of tinned and
dried food, and also toiletries.
Ecumenical Welcome
Because we are the only church offering regular public worship
in the village of Brockweir, we invite all Christians in the local
community to play as full a part as they are able [allowing for any
continued commitments to their own denomination] in the life
and fellowship of this congregation. We invite those of all
Christian traditions, and those having no particular denominational
affiliation, to worship and to share in Holy Communion with us, and to share in the
ministry and mission of the Church in this area.
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Minister: Rev Patsy Holdsworth, 35 Quarry Way, Emersons Green, Bristol, BS16 7BN
Tel: 0117 907 8994 email: Patsy.holdsworth@moravian.org.uk
Please note that Patsy’s day off is normally on a Tuesday. Please try to only contact
her in an emergency on that day.

Katie Groves-Bond
Heather Armstrong
Carol Ostler
Philip Ashton

07814 431892
01291 689326
01291 689675
01291 689572

Jean Green
Sue Groves
Judith Ashton

01594 530955
01291 689804
01291 689572

ST BRIAVELS CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
In a world so full of uncertainty and sorrow, we meet to share good news of
hope and joy: We’d love for you to join us. We’re conscious that many people
in our community face all kinds of struggles. If you would like us to help you or
pray for you, please get in touch. A letterbox will be put up outside the chapel
so that these requests can be passed on.
Every Sunday we hold our 10am Morning Service and 6pm Evening Service.
Our morning service is a family service when we have a “Sunday Club” for
young children.
On Sunday 4th February we hold Food for Thought, our joint service held with
the parish church in the school.
We meet for Bible study and prayer every Thursday (8pm in my home) and
Tuesday (10.15am in the chapel).
There will be no Coffee Morning in February; normal service will be resumed
on March 6th at 10am.
If you would like to know more about us please get in touch or visit our
website: www.stbriavelscongregational.org.uk
Matt Rees, Pastor

FOREST OF DEAN QUAKER MEETING
We meet for Worship every Sunday at 10.30am in Staunton
Village Hall (near Coleford.) There is a car park behind the hall.
Contact me for more information.
Jen Cothier 01594 530348
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St Mary the Virgin St Briavels & St Mary Magdalene Hewelsfield

MIDWEEK: St Briavels

All are most welcome to join us for worship, which is welcoming, relaxed and
open to all. Join us to find what God’s love could mean for you.

6th Tues

9.00am

Morning Prayer

8th Thurs

9.00am

Morning Prayer

Both Churches are open from 9.00am until 4.00pm for those who wish to look
around or find a space for quiet and reflection. More can be found on our
website www.stbandhchurches.org.uk which gives up to date information.
For a wedding, baptism or blessing, or to request healing or other prayer
please contact me robert.simpson02@btinternet.com or 01594 560202 or our
Reader, Mandy Vaughan - 01594 530844. I usually work Sunday, Monday,
Tuesday and mornings on Wednesday and am available anytime for urgent
requests.
On the 14th February, we begin the period of 40 days we call Lent, the
Anglo-Saxon word for Spring. When we see early spring flowers - snowdrops,
crocuses and maybe even some daffodils, we are encouraged that Spring is
on the way. This can be true for our lives. This time of reflection and prayer
can bring spring into our lives as we receive afresh the life of Christ.
On Sunday 4th 10.00 am in St Briavels School Hall, Food For Thought
explores what Jesus meant when he said that he was the true vine. Wine,
rightly used, the Bible reminds us, is a source of gladness. How does Jesus
bring us true gladness, life in all its fullness?
Starting on Tuesday 20th Feb, and for the following 4 Tuesdays, 7.30 pm at
St Luke’s Tutshill (on the road from St Briavels to Chepstow) there will be
an opportunity to explore different ways of prayer. Why not join us to put a
fresh spring into life? On March 4th, in the Mackenzie Hall, we have a Craft
Afternoon from 2.30 pm to prepare for Mothering Sunday, which is the following
Sunday. This is an opportunity for children with their father, grandparent, carer
or mother to have some fun and make something for Mum!
FEBRUARY SERVICES: PREACHERS AND THEMES:
MIDWEEK: St Briavels
30th Tues

9.00am

Morning Prayer

31st Weds

10.30am

Communion

1st Thurs

9.00am

Morning Prayer

SUNDAY 4th - 2nd before Lent: Jesus said, ‘ I am the Vine.’
8.30 am

St Briavels

BCP Communion

10.00 am

St Briavels School

Food for Thought

6.00pm

Moravian Church, Brockweir Hewelsfield & Brockweir
Joint service
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SUNDAY 11th - 1st before Lent: ‘God’s Light Shone in our Hearts’ David Treharne
9.30am

St Briavels

All Age Eucharist

11.00am

Hewelsfield & Brockweir

Family Communion

MIDWEEK: St Briavels
13th Tues

9.00am

Morning Prayer

14th Ash Weds

10.30am

Communion

15th Thurs

9.00am

Morning Prayer

SUNDAY 18th - Lent 1: Christ Suffered to bring us to God
8.30am

St Briavels

BCP Communion

9.30am

St Briavels

All Age Eucharist

11.00am

Hewelsfield & Brockweir

Family Communion

20th Tues

9.00am

Morning Prayer

22nd Thurs

9.00am

Morning Prayer

7.30pm

Lent Prayer Course

MIDWEEK: St Briavels

St Luke’s Tutshill
20th Tues

SUNDAY 25th - Lent 2: Deny Self, take up your Cross and Follow Christ
9.30am

St Briavels

All Age Eucharist & Baptism

11.00 am

Hewelsfield & Brockweir

Family Communion

MIDWEEK: St Briavels
27th Tues

9.00am

Morning Prayer

28th Weds

10.30am

Communion

1st March Thurs

9.00am

Morning Prayer

7.30pm

Lent Prayer Course

St Luke’s Tutshill
27th Tues

SUNDAY 4th March - Lent 3: The Cross is the Power of God
8.30am

St Briavels

BCP Communion

9.30am

St Briavels

All Age Eucharist

11.00 am

Hewelsfield & Brockweir

Family Communion

2.30pm – 4.30pm

Mackenzie Hall

Craft Afternoon for
Mothering Sunday
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BROCKWEIR AND HEWELSFIELD PARISH COUNCIL

Parishioner views were expressed concerning:
●● “affordable housing” not remaining affordable.

SUMMARY of Minutes - Tuesday 2nd January 2018

●● The blight on the landscape has been created by the site owner

Present: Cllr. Fox, Cllr. Harris, Cllr. Bowen, Cllr. Endersby, Cllr. Sinfield, Cllr.
Haythornthwaite. Four members of the public were present.

●● Councillor Fox stated that a survey of affordable housing had been
carried out and the result was 3.5 houses were needed and that this
survey would be sent to the Inspector.

Parishioners objected to the change of use application for The Rock and
there is a situation now where vehicles are parked outside the property, some
in a dangerous manner.
The presentation on wildflowers was postponed until the February meeting.
The precept for 2018/19 was agreed at £8558.58, which represents an
increase of 4.76%. A vote was taken and was unanimous
P1887/17/FUL – The Rock, Mill Hill, Brockweir. Change of use from holiday
let to dual purpose.
Councillors echoed concerns of parishioners that the property was being
used for residential purposes and has not been advertised for holiday letting.
If permission was granted it was felt that this would set a precedent and
more applications would follow for the same permission. Councillor Endersby
confirmed that the first action the Parish Council took following parishioners’
complaints was to refer this matter to the Enforcement Officer. Councillors
decided that our objection should be upheld and a response sent to the
District Council, including a comment on the roadside parking situation.
P1901/17/FUL – Pear Tree Cottage, Brockweir Road, Hewelsfield - Erection
of conservatory & veranda. Councillors had no comment to make on this
application.
P1943/17/FUL – Hewelsfield Lodge, Brockweir Road, Hewelsfield Retrospective alterations to existing dwelling to provide porch, veranda,
conversion of loft space and associated alterations. Proposed garden shed.
Councillors had no comment to make on this application.
APP/.../3188851- P1243/17/FUL- Planning Appeal. Hopewell Barn,
Hewelsfield - Change of use to residential. Councillors decided by a vote of 5
to 1 that no response should be made to this appeal.
APP/P1615/W/17/3177951- P1102/16/FUL- Gregory Farm, Brockweir -The
commissioned report from Hydrogeo was accepted and would be submitted
to the Inspector and put on the Parish Council website. The draft report
prepared by Councillor Sinfield was agreed and will be submitted to the
Inspector, copied to Stephen Colegate and Councillor Patrick Molyneux.

●● Councillor Endersby confirmed that the tentative site visit date is 22nd
January 2018 and that it will be an unescorted visit. Councillor Endersby
confirmed she had written to the Case Officer requesting that the Parish
Council attend the site visit, a reply has yet to be received
All other agenda items were deferred until the February meeting
The date of the next meeting is Tuesday 6th February 2018.

THIS MONTH'S RECIPE
DARK GINGERBREAD
8 oz mix of butter/margarine.
8 oz dark brown sugar
8 oz black treacle (remove lid and
place in a pan of hot water to make
contents less viscous)
12 oz plain flour
2 large eggs
2 tsp ground ginger
1 tsp cinnamon
2 tsp bicarbonate of soda
½ pt milk
Preheat the oven to 160˚C / gas mark 4. Line an 8 x 13inch (20 x
32cm) tin.
Melt the butter/margarine mix in a large saucepan. Add the sugar and
treacle. When the sugar has dissolved allow the mixture to cool. Beat in
the eggs. Sift the flour, ginger and cinnamon together and stir into the
treacle mix. (Add optional fruit and nuts at this stage.) Warm the milk
gently, add the bicarbonate of soda and stir into the cake mix. Pour this
mixture into the prepared tin and bake for 40 minutes. Test that it has
baked. Cool in the tin and then on a cooling tray.
Mary Perryman
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ST. BRIAVELS PARISH COUNCIL – WELCOMING IN THE NEW YEAR
Notes from the Meeting held on Monday, 8th January, 2018 in the Assembly
Rooms, St. Briavels
Safety Cameras – for the first meeting of the year, the Parish Council welcomed
18 members of the public who were mainly in attendance for the safety cameras
item. This was an opportunity for comments/concerns - mainly against, but some
for, the cameras - to be expressed. There is a separate article in this issue of
Village News regarding the cameras.
Planning – two applications were considered and approved. The Parish Council
will be applying to Forest of Dean District Council to carry out various tree works in
the Cemetery and Churchyard as part of a tree management plan for these areas.
Finance – the draft budget for 2018/19, which was published on the Parish
Council website, was considered and approved. Additional funds were allocated
from reserves to support Newland Parish Council in the opposition to the Breedons
Quarry proposals. Funds reserved for the safety cameras will be re-allocated for
other safety measures, should the decision be made in February to not continue
with this project. It was confirmed that there would be no increase on the 2017/18
figure in the precept (funding) request to the District Council. There is a strong
commitment to ensure that vital projects, such as road safety, will be funded and
implemented in 2018/19, as well as providing support to community projects.
A Grant Request from Severn Area Rescue Association (SARA) for £500 to
contribute to a new Land Search Vehicle was considered and approved.
Snow Warden – Cllr. Glenys Walker will be at the next Farmers’ Market in
February. During the bad weather before Christmas, many issues were highlighted
and the PC will be considering several actions to be taken at the February
meeting. So please take this opportunity to pop by and have a chat and pass on
any comments/suggestions. This will be a regular occurrence and each month will
feature a different subject/Lead Councillor.
Whittington Close – the great news is that the new houses will be handed over
on 26th January and so a number of families will have a lovely start to 2018 in a
brand-new home.
World War I Centenary – Remembrance Sunday. Look out for a separate article
about plans to make this a special celebration.
Next Meeting – Monday, 12th February, 2018 at 7.00 p.m. in the Assembly
Rooms, with planning applications available to view from 6.30 p.m. and Councillors
available for you to raise any issues you feel the PC may be able to resolve. Full
minutes are available on the Parish Council website.

LETTERS TO THE VILLAGE NEWS
SAFETY CAMERAS IN ST BRIAVELS
In June last year, the Parish Council agreed to site two cameras within the
village following a second incident of attempted child abduction. The purpose
of these cameras is to record vehicle registration plates. These recordings
will be retained on a computer with restricted access at a secure site yet to
be determined. This data will only be retained for a short time (two weeks)
before being overwritten with fresh recorded data. No one will view this data
unless an incident is reported and the police consider that the viewing of this
data will help with their investigation. In this case, only the police will view the
recordings.
The aims of introducing the cameras are for reasons of safety. They are not
surveillance cameras and there is no capability to view live recordings.
For various reasons, including the siting of the monitoring equipment and
representations from parishioners, the Parish Council will be reviewing their
original decision at the February meeting. Councillors welcome the views of
all parishioners.
David Rees

If you enjoy creating and making, whether
it is with fabric, wool, paper or any other
material, please come and join us in our
new group. We are an enthusiastic bunch
of locals who are going to meet on the
2nd and 4th Tuesdays of each month, from
7.30 until 9.00pm. We are starting on
Tuesday the 13th and will meet in the LOFT
above the VILLAGE SHOP. Please feel
free to come and join us, both male and female welcome, and bring
something you enjoy doing. As well as pursuing individual hobbies,
we also hope to contribute to joint projects at other times. For further
information, please email me, chrissybirch@ymail.com, and hope to
see you there.

Ursula Deighton Clerk, St. Briavels Parish Council Tel: 01594 516518
E-mail: stbriavelsclerk@outlook.com
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we could not open for most of the summer. When we did open we were
unable to serve much food until the autumn. It was not until Christmas that
we were really up and running.

NEWS AND ACTIVITIES
REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY - 11 NOVEMBER 2018
Our next Remembrance Sunday, in November 2018, will commemorate the
centenary of the end of the First World War and it has been suggested by
a parishioner, Liz Stuart, that the Parish Council look at ways to make our
Remembrance even more special this year.
This idea was welcomed by the Parish Council at our last Parish Council
meeting and I volunteered to help take this forward with Liz. Liz and I are
setting up a working party to look at how we do this and we are asking
for volunteers to help us and to come forward with ideas and plans on
how we can make such an important day really special to St Briavels.
We will obviously be contacting all the organisations who currently play a
big part in this Remembrance service, but we need the input of as many
parishioners as possible.
If you would like to be involved in this important project, can you please
contact Liz Stuart on 01594 530346 or Pam Plummer on 01594 530008.
THE LIGHTER SIDE OF CHRISTMAS, 2017
Thanks to a great variety of contributions from so many talented locals,
coupled with a wonderfully responsive audience, a fun night was had by
all. Better still, we surpassed expectations and were able to donate almost
£450 to the Monmouth and Chepstow Food Banks.
Tony, Eileen & Dennis
THE GEORGE - AN UPDATE
As many of you will know, last year was a bit of a challenge for our village
pub, The George, not least that on the first day of the school summer
holidays we had a major fire which destroyed our kitchen and meant that

The good news for us all is that we are still here and are now fully
functioning and keen to welcome you all back. We have many new staff,
a new menu, special deals on the second Sunday of each month and are
looking forward to seeing you all soon. Find us on Facebook (The George
Inn, St Briavels) for all of the latest offers and details of upcoming events.
Someone else said recently that for every village to thrive it needs four key
features and in no particular order these are: a school, a church, a pub
and a shop. St Briavels is blessed in that we have all of these as well as a
chapel, an art gallery and Darren's garage.
We hope that like us you can utilise all of the village's services. We hope
to see you again.
Sue, Christina & family
SOFT (Sharing our Faiths Together) Meeting
Our regular SOFT meetings will be held on 7th & 21st February in The Loft
above the Brockweir Village Shop. SOFT is a small group of people from
a variety of faith or no faith backgrounds. We welcome people of all views
to join us, as we widen our understanding and appreciation of each other
in our communities. Usually our meetings take the form of a discussion
around a topic chosen by one of our members. We have some very
interesting conversations, as the topics cover a wide and diverse range of
subjects!
For more information contact: Carol Stickland - 01594 530882 or
Sue Groves 01291 689804
NOSH AND NATTER
At the time of writing this article, Nosh and Natter have not had their first
Get-together of 2018 so I will write about our January meeting in next
month’s Village News. Our February meeting is at Judy Craven’s, Harthill
Cottage, Sandy Lane, Hewelsfield, GL15 6TU. We shall meet for a Curry
Lunch, 12.30-2.00 on Tuesday 13th.
Any lady who has not been to any of these social events and would like to
attend will be made very welcome. Everyone is very friendly and happy to
see new members. It is a very relaxed time and a great way to meet other
ladies in the area. If you would like further information please contact me
on 01594 530524 or email: siddonspauline@aol.com
Pauline Siddons

* Owing to release date changes, this film is being shown in place of the previously
advertised, GOODBYE CHRISTOPHER ROBIN, which will now be shown in March.
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News and Activities continued on next page...
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EASTER BANK HOLIDAY COFFEE MORNING – 2ND APRIL
Just a reminder about our next Coffee Morning on Easter Bank Holiday Monday.
I know Christmas has only just gone but Easter is just around the corner.
We would love to have extra help. So if you could spare an hour or two we
would be grateful. Also, does anyone have a space or garage they are not
using? If so, please could you contact me.
Easter Bank Holiday at The Pavilion. St Briavels: 10am to 12 noon. For further
information, please phone 01594 530571.
Thanks, Adele James
ST BRIAVELS PEOPLE'S CHOIR SPRING CONCERT
This is an advance notice that the St Briavels People's Choir will give their
Spring Concert on Saturday, 10th March at 7.30 pm in the Assembly Rooms at
St. Briavels. It will be a wonderfully varied programme with folk songs, songs
from well known musicals, spirituals and lots more.
Please mark the date in your diary - it will be a great evening of song and
entertainment and a good way to celebrate the arrival of Spring!!
To book tickets, please ring 01594 531151 or leave a message.
Martin Pagnamenta
TINTERN WINE TASTING
Our January meeting was held on Monday 15 January at Andrew and Elspeth’s
home, when we tasted four Italian reds, including a Puglian, a Chianti, a
Valpolicella Ripasso and a Barolo The Puglian and Valpolicella were well
appreciated, and the Chianti and Barolo were considered as rather dull. Out
of interest, I brought along an aerator that I had been given for Christmas. The
results of using it were amazing, the wines tasted better after aerating than
when simply poured from the bottle. However, similar results can be achieved
by simply pouring red wine into a carafe.
My name is Alan Hillard and I facilitate the tasting, based on my twenty plus
years as a Wine Merchant in Newport. The nature of the tastings are decided
by the participants and the tastings are relaxed and quite jovial and nobody
is under pressure to comment on what they are tasting. Also there are no
purchases to be made at the tastings. Their purpose is to try good quality
wines, and possibly learn about them. Also, we are raising funds for St
Michael’s church Tintern.
The February tasting will be held on Monday 5th, at my home. We can
accommodate a few more participants and if you would like to join us please
email me at alan.hillard@gmail.com.

ARE YOU A GRANDPARENT WITH 3 OR MORE GRANDCHILDREN
OVER 18?
Shiver Productions is developing a new television programme for one of the
major broadcasters. We are looking for vibrant, fun and outgoing grandparents
who have 3 or more adult (18+) grandchildren who they would like to spend
more time with.
In the programme, grandparents will spend one-on-one time with their multiple
grandchildren in an attempt to get to know them better and see if they can
offer any help. They will learn about the pressures their grandchildren face, the
lifestyle choices they make, their hopes for the future and what, if anything, is
standing in their way of achieving them. And it should be a fun experience!
Filming for the programme will not take place straight away. This is the initial
casting stage and we are only hoping to speak to people over the phone. If you
are selected to be on the programme our Production team will arrange all the
logistics for you!
We're hoping to hear from people as soon as possible. We can be contacted
on 0207 157 4588 or emailed at shivercasting@shiver.tv
ST BRIAVELS LUNCH CLUB, THURSDAY 22ND FEBRUARY 2018.
We all meet at 11.45, for a glass of sherry and a three-course lunch at
12 o’clock in St Briavels Pavilion. We are a happy group of about 24 and are
always pleased to see a new face. If you are new to the village and would like
to join us, please contact either Mary (530505) or Anne (530504) for more
information. The three-course meal, sherry and coffee costs £5.50. There is
also a raffle.
Mary Perryman

Did you feel isolated during the snowy period?
Did you wonder who could be of assistance if you needed anything?
Would you find it helpful to have a named contact who could assist you?
If you wish to pursue this idea please contact:
David Rees – 01594 530443 for St Briavels
Marion Harrison – 01594 530264 for Hewelsfield
Sue Groves - 01291 689804 for Brockweir

Alan Hillard
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WYE VALLEY ARTS CENTRE, LLANDOGO

PARISH GRASSLANDS PROJECT
www.parishgrasslandsproject.org.uk

Beginners and improvers are very welcome on all the courses
as all will enjoy the individual attention which the tutors can
give to small groups of students. There are 1, 2 and 4 and 6
day courses. Please ask for further details. We hope you will
find an opportunity to come to The Wye Valley Arts Centre
to enjoy our beautiful inspirational surroundings, the perfect
creative environment.
FEBRUARY
THUR 1, 8, 15, 22

SILVER JEWELLERY 1.00 - 4.00

10 x Thursday classes

Ann Skehel

Special price of £230 for 10 sessions (Silver is not included.)

FRI 2, 9, 16, 23

PAINTING AND DRAWING

10 x Friday classes

9.30 - 12.30 and/or 1.00 - 4.00

Ann Hulme

Special price of £220 for 10 x 3hr sessions, am or pm, OR £440 for both am and pm sessions
SAT 17

PHOTOGRAPHY A morning with David Broadbent David Broadbent
9.30 - 12.30 - £25.00 for 3 hr session

MARCH
THUR 1, 8, 15, 22

SILVER JEWELLERY 1.00 - 4.00

10 x Thursday classes

Ann Skehel

Special price of £230 for 10 sessions (Silver is not included.)

FRI 2, 9, 16, 23

PAINTING AND DRAWING

10 x Friday classes

9.30 - 12.30 and/or 1.00 - 4.00

Ann Hulme

Special price of £220 for 10 x 3hr sessions, am or pm, OR £440 for both am and pm sessions
Tel: 01594 530214 Email: info@wyearts.co.uk Web: www.wyearts.co.uk

To all our contributors...

The deadline for the March 2018
edition of the Village News is
midday, Tuesday 20th February
As always, the email address
to send your contributions to is
editors@villagemag.co.uk
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Over the 20 years or so that we have been in
existence, one of our concerns has been to
observe any changes in the diversity of the
local environment.
This is perhaps particularly
important here in the Wye Valley,
where we have one of the most
diverse environments in the country.
One way of measuring change is
to study what is happening with
wild flowers, and last year
we launched a survey with
this aim, concentrating on
eight species.
At our Annual General
Meeting next month
we will take a further
detailed look at change
in the flora, both at
parish level and more
widely. Our guest
speaker will be Elsa
Wood, the botanical
recorder for Monmouthshire, who
lives just across the river. She will
talk about recent changes in the
Wye Valley flora generally, which
will help to put our local studies in
some context. Also at the meeting,
George Peterken will talk about
the findings of our survey last year,
and give details of how we plan to
extend the survey this year. Once
again, we want to involve anyone
locally who would like to take part. It
will be an opportunity to learn more

about the natural world around us.
Our AGM, at the Mackenzie Hall, is
at 7.30pm on Thursday March 15.
Sadly, we have to report a major
setback in the community
orchard project.
Unfortunately, in the
light of legal advice,
Mary Harris has
found it necessary
to withdraw her
offer of the field
near the Wye as the
site for the orchard. I
know Mary has come
to this decision very
reluctantly, and I salute
her generosity of spirit in
making the original offer. It is a
setback, but it does not necessarily
mean the end of the project. We
have established that there is
sufficient interest locally to launch
a community orchard. If we can
find a suitable piece of land we are
ready to restart the project. I repeat
the earlier plea for suggestions for a
site, however improbable they may
seem. Please get in touch via the
website.
Mike Topp
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Wyedean School Adult Community Learning Courses
SPRING TERM 2018
St Briavels Assembly Rooms + The Pavilion, St Briavels

At The Assembly Rooms, East St, St Briavels (GL15 6TG)
Watercolour & Acrylic Painting Day - You know what it’s like, just as you
get going, it’s almost time to stop! This is a chance to settle in and enjoy a
concentrated day of painting and drawing – and work outdoors if the weather
is fine. Suitable for intermediate to advanced students. Bring lunch. Drinks
are available. Bring your own materials. Starts: Tuesday 13th February
Time: 10-2 Cost: £25
PLACES STILL AVAILABLE - Assembly Rooms, East St, St Briavels
Brush Up Your Basic French - This course is suitable for those who wish
to learn French and consider themselves as beginners or very ‘rusty’.
Starts: Monday 15th January Time: 10-11.30 Cost: £75
Watercolour & Acrylic Painting - Suitable for beginners to advanced.
Starting with some basic drawing, you will move on to develop your
watercolour and acrylic painting techniques. (You will need to bring your
own materials and advice will be given at the first class about this if you
don’t have any. Otherwise, bring what materials you have to the first class).
Starts: Monday 15th January Time: 2-4 Cost: £70
At St Briavels Pavilion, Coleford Road, St Briavels
Italian: Intermediate (Year 3) - This course is suitable for students who
have studied Italian for at least 3 years or have a previous qualification such
as GCSE and AS. The course will consolidate grammar structures whilst
introducing new grammar rules. Conversation will be at the centre of the
course, together with other activities. Italian magazines and newspapers;
real life listening; movies and recipes will be used during the course. Starts:
Tuesday 16th January Time: 10-11.30 Cost: £60
For further information:
Download the Spring Term ACL Brochure + enrolment form (from 27 Nov)
www.wyedean.gloucs.sch.uk (Go to ‘Community’, then ‘Adult Learning’ then
‘Courses available’) Or, contact the School Office on 01291 625340
Post off your enrolment form and payment, with your email or SAE to
Wyedean School & Sixth Form Centre, Beachley Road, Sedbury, Chepstow,
Glos NP16 7AA
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WYE VALLEY MUSIC (ST BRIAVELS MUSIC SOCIETY)
A VISIT FROM TWO RISING STARS
After a break in
January, when our
friends at the Wye Valley Chamber
Music Festival took centre stage
(including a superb concert at St
Briavels on 13th January), the society's
programme resumes on Saturday 10th
February at 3.00 pm in St Briavels
Church with the visit of two multi-award
winning rising stars, the New Zealand
born violinist, Alexandra Lomeiko
and the Latvian pianist, Antonina
Suhanova.
Alexandra Lomeiko began violin
lessons in 1996 and moved to London
in 2006, where she has been very
active as a soloist and chamber
musician, per forming in many
prestigious venues, being broadcast on
BBC Radio 3 and being a laureate at
numerous international competitions.
She studied at the Purcell School of
Music, the Guildhall and the Royal
College, where she was the RCM
Lark Scholar, supported by numerous
scholarships and trust funds. She
has established herself as one of the
most talented violinists of her age,
performing extensively in the UK
and abroad.

Since 2000, Antonina Suhanova has
been praised at numerous national
and international piano competitions in
France, Spain, Italy, Slovakia, Russia
and Estonia. She moved to London
in 2012 where she commenced her
studies at the Guildhall School of
Music and Drama, also supported by
various trusts. Antonina has appeared
as a soloist with orchestras in Latvia,
London and Moscow, has participated
in master-classes of numerous worldrenowned pianists including Vladimir
Ashkenazy, and has performed at
major festivals and at leading venues.
She has recently returned to the
Guildhall School to undertake the Artist
Diploma course.
The programme this talented duo will
present at St Briavels is:
Bach's Sonata for violin and piano
No 4 in C minor BWV 1017
Isaye's Sonata for solo violin in G
minor Op 27 No 1
Beethoven's Sonata for violin and
piano in E flat major Op 12 No 3
Stravinsky's Divertimento from "The
Fairy's Kiss" for violin and piano.
Keith Norman. 01594 530419

Admission is £15 for the general public, £12 for Wye Valley Music
members and £2 for students; booking on-line at wvm.org.uk is
highly recommended. Enquiries can be made to our message line at
01291 330020 or by email to info@wvm.org.uk.
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DIARY DATES - weekly/regular activities
Mondays
ZUMBA TONING WITH JO 9:15-10:15am - Mackenzie Hall Brockweir.
TABLE TENNIS: 7.30 - 9pm (except 2nd Monday of the month). Assembly
Rooms. St. Briavels. No need to book, all levels welcome. Good exercise
and great fun. tabletennis@st-briavels.com.
ADULT TAP FOR FUN: 6.45 - 7.45 improvers+ / Intermediates; 7.45 - 8.45
Beginners. Moravian Church Hall. Call Deborah: 07801 479269.
Tuesdays
YOGA WITH ALI ROSE: 9:30-11am. Assembly Rooms, St Briavels.
07883 678629.simplyalirose@yahoo.co.uk
COURTYARD CAFE: 1:30-4:30. Assembly Rooms - hairdresser,
seamstress services, "Pop- up" shop: French bread/patisserie.
ST. BRIAVELS "WALKING for HEALTH" walk every Tuesday for approx. 1
hour. Starts 2pm, Assembly Rooms, St. Briavels. Call John for more info 01594 530890.
KNITTERS GROUP meets every Tuesday, 2 – 4. 30 at St Briavels
Assembly rooms. For info contact Claire@nissel.co.uk
OPEN MIC and NEW Wye Valley Acoustic Music Club at the Rose & Crown,
Tintern, every first Tuesday of the month. For more info call Adrian on
01291 689812.
ZUMBA GOLD WITH JO at 7-8pm St Briavels School Hall
GET CREATIVE GROUP meets 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of each month,
from 7.30 until 9.00pm at the Loft, Brockweir Village Shop.
ZUMBA WITH JO at 8:15-9:15pm, Fitness, St Briavels School Hall
Wednesdays
ECSTATIC DANCING 9.45 am -11.30 pm Mackenzie Hall
FRIENDLY ART GROUP Most Wednesdays, 10am-1pm Assembly
Rooms. Call Ann Kilminster on 07980 978348.
SPANISH FOR BEGINNERS: 12 noon - 1:45 pm, Assembly Rooms
PILATES: 2-3pm. Assembly Rooms, St Briavels. For info call: 01291
627243 / 07787 193302.
BROCKWEIR BOWLS CLUB: 2-4pm Wednesday afternoons. For more
information email Trevor Williams. fishthw@gmail.com
BROCKWEIR YOUTH CLUB - the club meets during term time.
For further information please ring 01291 689 327 or visit: www.
brockweiryouthclub.co.uk.
SOFT MEETING. On two Weds each month. 7.30pm. The Loft above
Village Shop.
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Thursdays
SPANISH (Level 2) 10-12 and SPANISH (Level 1) 12:15-2:15
Assembly Rooms
COURTYARD CAFE: 1:30-4:30. Assembly Rooms - hairdresser,
seamstress services, "Pop- up" shop: French bread/patisserie.
BASIC COMPUTER & INTERNET CLASSES - St. Briavels Assembly
Rooms, 2 - 3.45pm
MIXED CIRCUITS CLASS: 6:30pm at Mackenzie Hall
YOGA WITH ALI ROSE: 7- 8:30pm, Assembly Rooms. 07883 678629
simplyalirose@yahoo.co.uk.
ZUMBA WITH JO, 'Zumba Strong', St Briavels School Hall, 8.15pm - 9.15pm
ST BRIAVELS WALKING GROUP - monthly walks. John Hurley 01594 530890
Fridays
TEA AND TOTS: 9:00-10.30am - term time only, Assembly Rooms,
St Briavels. For more information please visit our Facebook page: St
Briavels Tea and Tots.
IYENGAR YOGA: 10.30-12pm. Mackenzie Hall, All welcome.
Wildwoodyoga.co.uk Or call/message Kishe Redwood on 07805 729893.
Saturdays
YOGA WITH ALI ROSE: Once a month, last Saturday of month,
9.30-11.00am Assembly Rooms, St Briavels. 07883 678629.
simplyalirose@yahoo.co.uk
ZUMBA WITH JO, 'Toning', St Briavels School Hall, 9.00 - 10am.
Sundays
ST BRIAVELS PEOPLE'S CHOIR: Rehearsals at 7.00-9:00pm-St Briavels
Assembly Rooms, please ring 01594 531151 for more information.
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DIARY DATES FOR FEBRUARY
Walking for Health every Tuesday – meet at the Assembly Rooms, 2pm
1 Thurs

Charity Lunch

12noon

Moravian Sunday School
Hall

1 Thurs

Walk & Talk Group

2pm

Meet at Hewelsfield
Church

3 Sat

Produce Market

10am12.30pm

St Briavels Pavilion

5 Mon

Tintern Wine Tasting

7.30pm

alan.hillard@gmail.com

6 Tues

Brockweir & Hewelsfield PC
meeting

7pm

The Loft, Brockweir
Village Shop

7 Weds

SOFT meeting

7.30pm

The Loft, Brockweir
Village Shop

8 Thurs

St Briavels Walking Group

1pm

Meet at St Briavels
Church

10 Sat

Wye Valley Music Concert

3pm

St Briavels Church

12 Mon

St Briavels PC meeting
(planning applications and
councillors available from
6.30pm)

7pm

Assembly Rooms, St
Briavels

13 Tue

Nosh & Natter - Curry Lunch

12noon –
2pm

Harthill Cottage

13 Tue

Get Creative group first
meeting

7.30pm

The Loft, Brockweir
Villlage Shop

15 Thurs Walk & Talk Group

2pm

Meet at Hewelsfield
Church

17 Sat

Brockweir Events: ‘Larks &
Magic’

7.30 for
8pm

Mackenzie Hall,
Brockweir

20 Tues

St Briavels Senior Citizens
Club

12.30pm

Orepool, Sling

21 Weds SOFT meeting

7.30pm

The Loft, Brockweir
Village Shop

21 Weds St Briavels WI meeting:
‘Dementia Awareness’

7.30pm

St Briavels Pavilion

22 Thurs St Briavels Lunch Club

11.45am

St Briavels Pavilion

23 Fri

Brockweir Events: Katherine
Roberts & Sean Lakeman

7.30 for
8pm

Mackenzie Hall,
Brockweir

23 Fri

Garden Society: ‘A Late
7.30pm
Summer & Autumn Miscellany’
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St Briavels Pavilion

ADVANCE DATES
Mariana-Art Gallery CLOSED for Winter to 1 March
4 Mar

Craft Afternoon

2.30pm

Mackenzie Hall, Brockweir

6 Mar

Coffee Morning

10am

Congregational Church,
St Briavels

9 Mar

Brockweir Events: Carmina Trio 7.30 for 8pm Mackenzie Hall, Brockweir

10 Mar

St Briavels People’s Choir:
Spring Concert. Booking:
01594 531151

15 Mar

Parish Grasslands Project: AGM 7.30pm

Mackenzie Hall, Brockweir

16 Mar

Garden Society Spring Flower
& Bulb Competition

7.30pm

Mackenzie Hall, Brockweir

2 Apr

Easter Bank Holiday Coffee
Morning

10am to
12 noon

St Briavels Pavilion info:
01594 530571.

13 Apr

Brockweir Events: Ninebarrow 7.30 for
8pm

Mackenzie Hall, Brockweir

7.30pm

14/15 Apr WW2 weekend

Assembly Rooms, St
Briavels

St Briavels Castle

Have you ever seen the Rio Mardi Gras, or
Notting Hill or St Paul’s Carnival, and thought
it might be fun to play in a Samba Band?

Well it is!
The Chepstow Samba Band, which I and some other local
residents are members of, was formed two and a half years ago and has
performed at many functions and fetes and fairs such as the Abergavenny Food
festival, Magor Frost fair, Chepstow Bridge celebrations (you might have seen us on
TV!), and many more.
All the instruments are percussion – surdos (big drums), caixa (snare drums), timba
(African style drums), tamborim (like a small tambourine but hit with a stick), agogo
(double bells hit with a stick), chochalo (shakers) and more.
No musical experience is needed,
just a love of the pulsating Brazilian and Cuban rhythms.
The Chepstow Samba Band is a friendly, fun, group, led by expert drum teacher Noel
Watson (07952 949952, enquiries@drumsaloud.com). We rehearse in two groups
on Tuesdays in term time - one at 12.30 to 2.30pm, the other at 7.30 to 8.30pm - at
Hannah’s Music Shop in Chepstow, £6.00 per session.
If you want to find out more about it and speak to one of the Brockweir residents who
plays with the band, you can phone me, John French, 07771 988542.
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NEWS FROM THE BROCKWEIR VILLAGE SHOP
Dear All
Question - When is a shop more than just a shop?
Answer - When it’s a community shop!
The shop sells loads of great products but it also offers lots more valuable
services that the community can take advantage of:
●● Post – you can post letters and parcels for anywhere in the world at the
shop. We also sell stamps and can provide customs forms and airmail
stickers. You can do special delivery and signed for from the shop, with
post going daily at 3.30pm, and 11am on Saturdays. You can arrange
to have parcels dropped off at the shop by drivers who cannot get up to
your home - or when you know you are not going to be around.
●● Book Swap - there is always something to read, swap, borrow or buy.
●● Local Artists get the chance to display their work and this not only
generates sales but makes the shop look particularly attractive.
●● We have a Notice Board - posters for local events and information are
free and business notices are 50p per week, or £2 per calendar month.
●● We sell Tickets for most local events. If you would like us to be a
location to sell tickets for your event, please ask me. At present, we
have three different events that we are selling tickets for.
●● We also hold Maps of local houses so that delivery drivers, ambulances
and social services can find you.
●● We can also help with providing discounted goods for local events.
Then there are all the other, less quantifiable, things we do. Like being a
hub for the local grapevine, knowing who’s ill, who might need us to drop
something off for them, provide them with some takeaway soup, provide
Wifi when theirs is playing up, colour printing pictures of grandchildren,
photocopying, providing a venue for charity stalls, like charity Christmas
cards or plant sales for Gwent Wildlife Trust. Or, sometimes, just being a
shoulder to cry on or a place where everyone knows your name! And, of
course, we sell Village News for everything else you need to know about
the community!
Watch out for special events in 2018, including Gin Tasting, Whisky Tasting,
Bistro Nights, Valentine Special, Brunches and many more. If you would
like to keep up to date with everything please let me have your email
address. If you do not have a loyalty card for the café yet, please ask for
one at the till. You get a free drink with every 10 drinks purchased.
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If spending a fortune on overpriced roses does not set your
heart a flutter, why not pop into the shop and pick up the
ingredients for a romantic meal? The effort you make will
get you far more brownie points and show you care.
Talking of brownies, I can even give you some quick but
impressive ideas, like a brownie from the café, warmed
through and dolloped with a scoop of ice-cream and dusted
with cocoa.
Alison
ART IN THE CAFÉ
Kenneth Locke Brown MBE. 15th January – 26th February
Ken received his MBE for services
to the textile industry and, although
he modestly does not mention it, the
Legion of Honour Medal for Bravery,
whilst serving in Bomber Command
during the Second World War. He
describes his work and interest in art
in his own words as follows:

the art world, I have experimented in
a wide range of media: oils, pastels,
watercolour, line & wash, pencil and
pen and ink, and have been just as
diverse in my subject matter. This
exhibition shows a range of what you
may call traditional art, not surprising
as I am in my mid nineties!”

“Finishing my schooling with a
distinction in Art, instead of Art College
I was taken into the RAF Bomber
Command for the rest of the War.
On release, I married and had family
commitments so took work in the
textile industry where I remained until
my retirement. Only then was I able to
enjoy my artistic inclinations. I joined
numerous art societies and groups,
in due course exhibiting widely as an
amateur. Because of my late entry into

Ken lives in Monmouth and is President
of the Wye Valley Art Society. He has
regularly drawn and painted with a
small band of fellow amateurs who
meet in the studio of, and are guided
by, professional Monmouth artist,
Richard Wills. The collection of work
shown is from his own walls, as he
wants to downsize his art collection,
with the proceeds from any sales
being donated to charity.
Annie Charlton-Webb

ST BRIAVELS LOCAL PRODUCE MARKET

Saturday 3rd February
The Pavilion 10-12.30 pm
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NATURE NOTES: THE GREAT OUTDOORS by Moucher - John Josephi
A TRAMPOLINE IN A PEAR TREE?
“I name this hurricane 'Eleanor.' God
bless her etc. ..etc.“ For Pete's sake.
Why give it a name? Who chose the
name? Who chose the chooser? What is
the point of an alphabetical progression?
Do they expect Eleanor to rock up at
a used hurricane mart
one day? Questions,
questions! I feel a rant
coming on.
Not so long ago, we
simply talked about “the
storm” and gave it a date. ('89
resonates with most of us.) I
think the month is significant,
remembering, with forester's
hat on, the Januaries of '76 and
'78. Anyway, here I am, in the
middle of the dread month, trying
to find something cheerful to write
about when The Great Outdoors is at its
least appetising. I clutch at straws. The
Snowdrops perhaps? What snowdrops?
The Daffodils? Hardly showing above
ground at Castle Moucher. Yet, on TV,
we are assured by the great and good
of every quango in the land that Mother
Nature has gone into overdrive and we
can expect to hear the Chiffchaff at
least a fortnight early in the near future.
Global warming creeps ever closer,
promising universal ruin.
My own unscientific observation tells me
different. I expect our Spring Swallows
to arrive late, in diminished numbers,
and to exit early. Summer in England
- the party to which few are keen to be
invited. If asked for an explanation, I
would refer you to Chris Packham, that
Curate's Egg of TV nature presenters.
Good luck with that.
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Speed Dating: This, for me, has been
a redeeming feature of the holiday
period. To avoid misunderstanding I
hasten to add that I refer to Blackbirds
and Bramley apples. We have (or had)
a giant Bramley, planted possibly a
century ago by the smallholders who
lived in our cottage before we invaded.
It stood 30ft tall and, for the last 40
years, it has yielded abundance
of rather small fruit. Every
Autumn, we gather windfalls,
both manky and bakeworthy,
and store them on racks. This
Christmas, with snow on the
ground, we have taken a
handful every morning,
cut them horizontally
in half and placed them
sunny side up on the
ground. Within minutes the lawn
has swarmed with Blackbirds pecking
them hollow like grapefruit. What a
sight. My favourite bird united with my
favourite pud! Clearly, Blackbirds and
Bramleys were made for each other.

LOOKING UP - FEBRUARY by Jon Axe
Looking
Up - February
The atmosphere in winter tends to be
cold and crisp which means less air
turbulence and clean and transparent
night skies. The middle of the month
brings us a new moon and so the sky will
be especially dark and perfect for viewing
the night sky (assuming the weather is
kind).
To the south is the constellation of Orion.
The seven brightest stars form a
distinctive hourglass-shaped pattern.
Four stars form a large rectangular
shape, in the centre of which lie the three
stars of Orion's Belt.
These seven stars are among the most distant that can easily be seen with the naked
eye. A smaller line of stars descends from the belt which is known as Orion’s sword (the
middle star is actually not a star but the Orion nebula). This is a spectacular object that
can be clearly identified with the naked eye as something other than a star and using
binoculars, its clouds of nascent stars, luminous gas, and dust can be observed.
The constellation of Orion acts a useful guide to locating other stars.
●

If you follow the belt of Orion down to the left you’ll locate Sirius, the Dog Star, which
is the brightest star in the night sky.

Christmas aftermath. The 10th day of
Christmas, Eleanor (not my true love)
sent me an odd gift.

●

If you follow the line of the belt up and to the right, you'll find Aldebaran, the bright
orange star which forms the eye of Taurus the bull.

I saw it as I drove to Coleford, a
trampoline, progressing slowly across
a field of winter wheat. I assume that a
succession of hurricanes will continue
to move it slowly across the globe until
it reappears on Blue Planet V, where
Sir David will be found lugubriously
explaining the demise of yet another
Bottlenosed Dolphin. And the name of
the hurricane involved? You guessed
it! Zuleika.

●

If you continue the line through Aldebaran curving slightly downwards you’ll locate
the star cluster known as the Pleiades or Seven Sisters. At first glance it appears to
be a small cloud of light but on closer inspection is a tight cluster of 6-12 stars.
Binoculars reveal many more than that - a real treat for the eyes.

If you feel you deserve some astronomy binoculars a good starting point would be
something like a pair of Celestron SkyMaster 15x70 (other brands and products are
available, there are lots of good review articles on the internet). Ideally, you’d have a
tripod as well but lying on your back or leaning against a wall for support whilst observing
can be quite effective as well.

Happy 2018!
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BROCKWEIR, HEWELSFIELD & ST BRIAVELS GARDEN SOCIETY
A LATE SUMMER & AUTUMN MISCELLANY

www.wyegarden.com

On 23 February, we welcome Graham Gough, plantsman and owner of
Marchant’s Hardy Plants in East Sussex www.marchantshardyplants.co.uk.
Graham started his career as a singer but, inspired by his first visit to
Sissinghurst, changed profession and gained a job working under Elizabeth
Strangman, at the renowned Washfield Nursery in Kent. Here, he learnt
his nurseryman’s skills and gained a formidable knowledge of plants. In
1998, Graham established his own nursery and a wonderful garden. Anna
Pavord visited and was delighted: ‘So at Marchants, the nursery drifts almost
imperceptibly into Gough's rich, dramatic sweeps of herbaceous planting:
sanguisorbas, daylilies, masses of grasses, achilleas, dark agapanthus etc.’
Graham’s busy life includes garden design, consultation, photography,
talks, writing and travel to observe plants in their native habitats. His talk will
centre around about eighty images of late season plants, sharing with us his
knowledge of and enthusiasm for them.
St Briavels Pavilion: 7.30pm. All welcome. Visitors £5

Christine Haines

We are delighted to welcome society member, Cheryl Cummings, who has
nobly volunteered to take on the gardening for wildlife contributions to this
page. Cheryl is a garden designer, with a particular interest in ways that
gardeners can support wildlife in their gardens. Below, she introduces us to
her approach to the garden in winter.
IN MY GARDEN
Winter’s hand still is keeping a tight hold on the temperatures this month,
but the noticeable increase in light levels is encouraging and our patient wait
though the darkest days is rewarded as a rummage through
the dishevelled undergrowth reveals the emergence of
the first flowers of spring. Pointed spears of daffodil
bulbs, the delicate white bells of snowdrops, the earliest
primroses and, rising from last year’s leaves, Hellebore
buds are opening out into the most exotic and
beautiful flowers. They are a magnet for the first queen
bumblebees of the year, tempted out of hibernation early
by a mild spell.
I've never been the type of gardener who shuts up shop
at the end of November, cuts everything down to the ground and
puts the garden to bed for the winter. To me, that amounts to wilful destruction
of essential habitat. I admit there are some plants which collapse into a mushy
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SPRING BULB AND FLOWER COMPETITION - FRIDAY 16 MARCH 2018
The Spring Bulb and Flower Competition will be held this year on Friday 16th
March in the Mackenzie Hall.
Everyone is welcome to take part in the competition, and it is great fun to do
so, but if you are not a member of the Garden Society then there is a small
entry fee to attend the meeting. Just bring along your entries on the night, in
time to set them up before the scheduled meeting starts at 7.30pm.
The classes will be, as last year:
1. 5 single daffodils
2. 5 double daffodils
3. 5 multihead daffodils
4. 5 miniature daffodils
5. A pot of Spring flowering bulbs
6. 1 stem of a flowering shrub
7. 5 different Spring blooms
8. 3 heads of hellebore, floating on water, 1 or more variety
9. A primula in a pot (any type)
10. A novelty or something of interest, e.g. a flower out of season or an
unusual bloom.
Certificates are awarded for 1st, 2nd and 3rd in class, and a Cup is given to
the Exhibitor whose entry the Judge chooses as his favourite.
Sally Secrett
heap at the first frost and are just too messy to live with, but I always leave the
majority of perennials in my garden to stand with the ornamental grasses as
bleached silhouettes right through the winter, to offer food, shelter and safety to
the myriad other creatures with which I share my garden. In late autumn they
are festooned with dew-covered orb spider webs. They look fabulous in the
frosts, give a home to over wintering insects and are fastidiously picked over
by birds searching for any remaining seeds. But they have taken a battering
from the strong winds and are looking a bit the worse for wear now; so if the
weather’s agreeable I’ll get out there to make a start cutting down and clearing
up. All that dead top growth has also been protecting emerging new shoots too,
so if it stays really cold I'll wait until later in the month or even March and by
then there will also be a lot more new growth for me to see.
Unlike the clearing up at the beginning of winter, after which parts of the garden
are left looking bare and bleak for weeks, we know that, despite the cold, there
is so much new life getting ready to burst through the soil and break from
branches. Working in the garden is now altogether a much more cheerful and
Garden Society continued on next page...
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uplifting exercise - and with sweet birdsong for accompaniment, what better way
to see off any residual winter blues?

A HAPPY 'TAIL' FOR 2018!
The 4 abandoned dogs found in Whitebrook... The final update, as promised:

It's not just plants feeling the very first stirrings of new life. This is the month for
amorous frogs to come back to the pond to spawn. Those glistening balls of
black studded jelly are for me the real beginning of a new year in the garden and
just as exciting to see as they were when I was five. I gave up collecting frog
spawn in jars many years ago but despite the finger numbing iciness of the water
I just can't help it - I still have to get my hands in there!
Cheryl Cummings

It’s a real feel good tearjerker storyline Disney would be proud of – but it’s true!
Four neglected and traumatised yellow Labrador puppies from two separate
litters embark on a long and frightening journey together into the unknown to try
and find food and shelter after being abandoned.

NEWS FROM THE CASTLE
A belated Happy New Year from us all at the Castle. We hope
you are sticking to your resolutions! We are looking forward to a
few events over the coming months and we hope to welcome you
through our gates too. So please add them to your calendars.
APRIL 14th & 15th
For the last few years, we have been joined by a fantastic and knowledgeable group of volunteers
in April, who have participated in our WW2 weekend. This year we are changing the format
slightly and the event is looking at “History in Action”. This is a celebration of the soldier through
time, with Medieval Longbow Men, Civil War, Redcoats, WW1, WW2, Vietnam and modern
warfare included. This promises to be an interesting weekend. But do not worry, we will still be
ending each day with a BANG with a weapon demonstration.
JULY 14th & 15th
The Sevenoaks Shakespeare Society are returning for their annual tour, this year performing
The Tempest in the wonderful setting of the Castle gardens. As in previous years, there will
be a Saturday night performance followed by a matinée performance on the Sunday. As in
previous years, we will be offering early bird discounts for tickets bought before the end of May
and a loyalty discount for returning guests.
SEPTEMBER 8th & 9th
Once again, we will be opening our gates for the annual Heritage Open Weekend, allowing
an access all areas look around the Castle and including free guided tours, crafts and activities.
We are always looking for volunteers to help with our events and have opportunities that
include roles with general running of the Castle and small grounds projects. We are also looking
for volunteers to help offer guided tours and refreshments to tourists during the day in our main
season. We are currently starting our recruitment for team members for the season, with roles
including housekeeping, reception, catering and activity delivery. We have part and full-time
positions and a range of hours, from early starts to late finishes. If any of these opportunities is
of interest, please email a CV or letter of interest to stbriavels@yha.org.uk call 01594 530272,
or pop in and leave one at Reception.
Linda Harrison, Manager
28

It has been deduced that they had wandered aimlessly for
several days whilst suffering from mange, a flea infestation,
dermatitis and hunger, until they eventually slumped exhausted
on some caring person’s porch at 5am one morning. The pet
dog of the home they had chosen raised the alarm by barking
non-stop until the door was opened and the dogs’ plight
discovered, as they cowered and shivered in a huddle. After an
immediate feed and watering, the traumatised puppies were
passed into the responsible care of Monmouth County Council
after the RSPCA refused to attend or assist with ‘strays’. (This
will be pursued further in the new year).
The word of the pups’ plight and their heart-rending photo quickly spread on
social media, as more information and help was sought. This was the start of
another long journey of a more heart-warming kind. Animal lovers across the
region then rallied to rescue these unfortunate dogs, with offers of donations to
assist with veterinary care and kennelling. Scores of offers were made to foster
or re-home them after they were passed on to a small volunteer run re-homing
charity, Four Paws Animal Rescue (South Wales). 8 weeks on, Kirsty, founder
and volunteer worker of the charity, said, “On behalf of our charity I would like
to thank everyone concerned in this rescue. The support received has been
invaluable in ensuring good outcomes for these four yellow Lab puppies."
All the pups are under a year old, and ‘Annie’, ‘Asher’ (brother and sister) and
Logen and Dave (brothers) have responded well to treatment so far. They
continue to make progress with individual care, receiving training and positive
experiences in their new homes with playmates of other dogs & cats! It has been
a slow and costly journey to get these poor animals to this important and heartwarming turning point, but thanks to so many caring people they all enjoyed their
very first Christmas on this planet with full bellies and good health in a loving
home! Recent photos of the ‘Fab Four’ out on walks showed them all to be
happy and looking so much better, which should give comfort and happiness to
all of those who have helped in some way. However, this is just one story like so
many others, and that is why your continued support is most welcome.
Thanks to everyone who showed an interest and helped these abandoned dogs
find a happy-ever-after. HAPPY 2018!
The Assembly Room Trustees
P.S. You can read more about the wonderful volunteer run charity at
www.fourpawsanimalrescue.org.uk
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BROCKWEIR EVENTS AT MACKENZIE HALL
NOTE: There have been some last minute changes to the spring programme, which is set out below.

LARKS AND MAGIC*. Saturday 17th February. 7.30 for 8.00.
(£5 advance, £6 on the door) www.alisonneil.co.uk
This short play is the life story of Edith
Nesbit, best known as the author of The
Railway Children and many other children’s
books. However, Nesbit’s life was more
extraordinary than any of her magical stories.
As part of the Bohemian set in London
around the end of the 19th Century, she was
a founder of the Fabian Society and friend of

famous literary figures from George Bernard
Shaw to Noel Coward. Come and meet her
in award-winning Alison Neil’s fast-moving
and entertaining account of her life, Larks
and Enduring Magic. After the interval there
will be a Q&A session with Alison, who has
written and performed many one-woman
shows about extraordinary women.

KATHRYN ROBERTS AND SEAN LAKEMAN*. Friday 23rd February.
7.30 for 8.00. www.midnightmango.co.uk
With their landmark 5th album, ‘Personae’, ballads to provide a hugely entertaining
husband and wife duo Kathryn Roberts and and varied evening of music and song.
Sean Lakeman introduce us to a host of new Kathryn and Sean have long established
characters and stories from their fertile and themselves as one of the UK folk scene’s
energetic musical imaginations. Drawing enduring partnerships. Twice winners of the
upon the British folk tradition’s natural BBC Radio 2 Folk Award for ‘Best Duo’, an
backdrops whilst weaving in their own evening in the company of this much-loved
distinct and eclectic flavours, self-penned and highly respected couple is intimate,
songs sit comfortably alongside traditional inclusive, warm and inspiring.
CARMINA TRIO Friday 9th March. 7.30 for 8.00. www.carmina.co.uk
A welcome return for Carmina, the well- a unique blend of traditional and selfestablished international Celtic folk/jazz penned songs with a distinctively Celtic
fusion trio headed by Pippa Marland flavour that morph into free form jazz
(vocals, pipes clarinet and saxophone) before bringing the listener back to earth.
and Rob King (vocals, guitar, mandolin, They are joined on this gig by Paul Bradley,
bodhran, mandola) who have created virtuoso guitarist and vocalist.
NINEBARROW*. Friday 13th April. 7.30 for 8.00. www.ninebarrow.co.uk
Ninebarrow (Jon Whitley and Jay they produce music that is gentle on the ear
Labouchardiere) are a Dorset-based duo and soothes the soul, even if the topics of
who are certainly attracting attention - as their songs, inspired by the landscape and
a host of nominations, including the 2017 history of the British Isles, can explore the
Horizon Award will testify. With an easy darker and sadder sides of human nature.
manner and beautifully balanced harmonies
Apart from Larks and Magic, advance tickets are £10 and will be available from
the Brockweir and Hewelsfield Village shop about 4 weeks before each event or
from Adrian Birch, brockweirevent@gmail.com or 01291 689812. £12 on the door.
Refreshments available but BYO alcohol. * Supported by Air in G - airing.co.uk
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ADVERTISEMENTS
FREE TO A GOOD HOME - Box Files in good condition. 01594 531050
HOME BAKING - small events catered for, specialising in afternoon
teas to include sandwiches, quiche, sausage rolls, scones, cakes and
millionaire’s shortbread. Contact Anne Clayton on 07786 880498 or
email: green.gables.mork@gmail.com.
DO YOU NEED A SCIENCE TUTOR? Contact The Science Tutor Group for
professional, private tuition in chemistry, biology, physics, and maths offered by
qualified teachers. Fees from £27/hour. www.sciencetutorgroup.com
MATHS TUITION - Year 6 to University Undergraduate, including GCSE and A
level. Highly experienced Mathematician. Contact: Dr Mark Mitchelmore (MSc,
PhD, MIMA) 07555 200143 or mark.mitchelmore@yahoo.co.uk
ONE to ONE TUITION - English Language & Literature, Study and Writing
skills, GCSE, A level, undergraduate/postgraduate. Contact: M. Iggulden, BA
MA Cert Ed, English Language/educational author, Oxford University lecturer 07943 071629 three.oakleaves@gmail.com
STEPWISE PODIATRY - Poppy Rastall, Podiatrist /Chiropodist BSc (Hons),
MSCh, SRCh, HCPC Reg. Nail cutting, Corns, Callous, Ingrown Toenail, Nail
Surgery & Orthotics. Call 07708 092782 for an appointment. Welsh Street,
Chepstow, NP16 5LR
JULIET MOORE FLOWERS - based in Trelleck - beautiful flowers for every
occasion - weddings, bouquet delivery, sympathy flowers & floristry classes.
Tel: 07899 927229 or Email juliet@julietmooreflowers.co.uk
FOR A BLOOMIN' WEED FREE GARDEN - or for any other gardening needs
you may require, including mower, chainsaw, hedge trimmer repairs, give us,
the Young One's Gardening Services, a call on 01594 531426 / 07711392204

LOCAL HANDYMAN - honest and hardworking. Home and garden, repairs and
maintenance, painting and decorating. For free estimates and advice please
call Chris on (01594) 531225
BUILDING AND LANDSCAPING SERVICES - Specialising in Carpentry,
Stonework, Brickwork, Rendering and Plastering, Painting and Decorating,
Patios, Decking and Block paving. Hedge and Grass Cutting. Please call
01594 531408 for your free quotation
TAI CHI: Sundays: 18 February, 18th March ,15th April: 10.30am-12noon
in Mackenzie Hall. Everyone welcome. Cost £8. Enquiries to: Roy Wilson:
07979 843223 www.longrivertaichieng.org Email: roywgreenwich@aol.com
Advertisements continued on next page...

31

ADVERTISEMENTS continued

VILLAGE NEWS MAGAZINE

YOGA @ LLANDOGO with Ali Rose - Tuesday evenings 7- 8.30 pm in the
Millennium Hall. Renew your vitality with a practice that strengthens and stretches
your body whilst calming your mind. www.yogawithalirose.co.uk 07883 678629
YOGA @ ST BRIAVELS ASSEMBLY ROOMS with Ali Rose - 'renew
your vitality' Tuesday 9.30 -11.00 am Thursday 7.00 - 8.30 pm and once a
month Saturday mornings (see website for details) Booking: 07883 678629
www.yogawithalirose.co.uk
ENJOY A 90 MINUTE IYENGAR YOGA CLASS - Mackenzie Hall, Fridays
10.30-12pm. Improve posture, flexibility, balance and strength. All welcome. Visit
www.wildwoodyoga.co.uk or contact Kishe on 07805 729893
HELEN’S FITNESS CLASSES (Level 3 Fitness Instructor) - Pilates for All - legs,
bums and tums. Chepstow, Caldicot, Aylburton, Lydney and Bream. Pay as you go.
Call 07704628081 or email helen13fitness@gmail.com
ADULT TAP DANCING FOR FUN in the Moravian Church School Hall.
Mondays 6.45pm Improvers + / Intermediates, 7.45pm Beginners. New
beginners welcome. For more information call Deborah on 07801 479269 or
email deborahstock@aol.com
ENJOY LEARNING MUSIC with John Hurley, CT ABRSM. Tuition given for piano,
electronic keyboard, saxophone, clarinet, music theory and aural. Beginners
& restarters welcome. Exams optional. Enhanced DBS certificate. St.Briavels
01594 530890.
TINTERN PIANO - piano lessons (classical) beginner to diploma. Stephanie
Frankland GRNCM; over 30 years' experience in leading private schools,
enhanced CRB checked, please telephone 01291 689 887 or send an email to:
stephanie.frankland712@hotmail.com

www.villagemag.co.uk

The March issue deadline is: Midday on Tuesday 20th February 2018.
Editorial: all contributions should be sent to: editors@villagemag.co.uk, or contact any of the
Committee Members:

Babs Bergdahl
Carolyn Norman
Christine Haines

01594 530623
01291 689418
01594 531050

David Rees
Hilary Lee
Joyce McKay

01594 530443
01291 689326
01291 689910

Layout/typing/adverts: Christine Haines & John French; Collation: Sally Secrett; Treasurer:
Joyce McKay
Views expressed within ‘Village News’ are those of individual contributors, and are not
necessarily those of the magazine or its committee members. We reserve the right to
amend, edit or refuse any articles.
Advertising: all requests should be sent to: advertising@villagemag.co.uk
Classified: 3-line adverts £3 per month - Display: 1⁄4 page adverts (A7) £5 monthly,
minimum of 3 months. Advertising subject to availability and adverts must be paid for before
printing. All cheques payable to: Village News.
Magazine subscriptions: take out an annual subscription for £3.60 by calling Sally Secrett on
01594 530539, email: subscriptions@villagemag.co.uk

OUR PARISH CHURCHES

St Mary the Virgin, St Briavels and St Mary Magdalene, Hewelsfield
Associate Parish Priest:
Priest in Charge:
Licensed Lay Reader:

Robert Simpson
David Treharne
Mandy Vaughan

01594 560202
01291 760034
01594 530844

Churchwardens: St Briavels

YOUR VILLAGE NEWS

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION

FOR 2018 IS NOW DUE

Please pay your distributor
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David Rees
01594 530443
Martin Pagnamenta
01594 531151
Churchwardens: Hewelsfield
Gary Lewis
01594 833020
Terry Lewis
01594 811058
Hon. Secretary: St Briavels
Jean Sheraton
01594 531096
Hon. Secretary: Hewelsfield
Pearl Bradney
01594 531075
Hon. Treasurer: St Briavels
Roger Clewett
01291 680436
Hon. Treasurer: Hewelsfield
David Wedel
01594 530633
01594 531151
Organists:
Martin Pagnamenta
Caroline Buffrey
01291 689546
Louise Greening
01594 530421
Electoral Roll Officer: St Briavels
David Rees
01594 530443
Electoral Roll Officer: Hewelsfield
Marion Harrison
01594 530264
St Briavels Congregational Church Pastor: Matt Rees 01594 530098
Brockweir Moravian Church Rev. Patsy Holdsworth, 0117 907 8994
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TO BOOK OUR VILLAGE ROOMS

Assembly Rooms, St Briavels
Mackenzie Hall, Brockweir
Pavilion/Playing Field, St Briavels
School Hall, St Briavels
The Loft, Village Shop, Brockweir

Karen Cockfield
Laura Beddis
Jill Skidmore
Sherry Coles
Alison Macklin

01594 530950
01291 689604
01594 530035
01594 530428
01291 689995

DOCTORS’ SURGERIES

WYE VALLEY PRACTICE
St Briavels Surgery (including out of hours)
Trellech Surgery (including out of hours)
WYEDEAN PRACTICE
Tintern Surgery (including out of hours)

01594 530334
01600 860302
01291 689355

USEFUL WEB ADDRESSES
Brockweir & Hewelsfield Parish
Council
Brockweir, Hewelsfield & St Briavels
Garden Society
Brockweir Village Shop
Brockweir Youth Club
Mackenzie Hall, Brockweir
Parish Grasslands Project
St Briavels Assembly Rooms
St Briavels on Facebook
St Briavels Parish Council
St Briavels School
The Loft at Brockweir
Wye Valley Music

www.hewelsfieldandbrockweirpc.org
www.wyegarden.com
www.bandhvillageshop.co.uk
www.brockweiryouthclub.co.uk
www.brockweirvillagehall.co.uk
www.parishgrasslandsproject.org.uk
www.st-briavels.com
www.facebook.com/StBriavelsWatch
www.stbriavels-pc.gov.uk
www.stbriavelsprimaryschool.co.uk
www.theloftatbrockweir.co.uk
www.wyevalleymusic.org.uk

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
POLICE (non emergency calls)
(UK dialling only)
Police Community Support Officer
Mike Shuttleworth
Email:mike.shuttleworth@gloucestershire.pnn.police.uk
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH Field Officer (Chrissie Parkes)
ELECTRICITY
(Power cuts)
GCC HIGHWAYS
(for potholes etc.)
GRASS ROUTES BUS SERVICE
MP (Forest of Dean):
Mark Harper
COUNTY COUNCILLORS:
Patrick Molyneux - Hewelsfield, Brockweir & St Briavels
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101
01452 753804
01452 753784
08006 783 105
08000 514 514
08000 858 015
01594 823482
01594 529174

DISTRICT COUNCILLORS:
Hewelsfield and Brockweir
St Briavels and Newland
Chris.McFarling@fdean.gov.uk
PARISH COUNCILS: St Briavels (Chair)
(Clerk)
(Snow Warden)
Hewelsfield & Brockweir (Chair)
(Clerk)

Patrick Molyneux
01594 529174
Terry Hale
01594 833508
Chris McFarling
01594 531225
Piers Chivers
01594 530552
Ursula Deighton
01594 516518
Glenys Walker
01594 530198
John Fox
01291 689493
Lyn Skuse
01291 680053
www.hewelsfieldandbrockweirpc.org
ACTION4OURCARE
Pam Plummer
01594 530008
B.A.D.S
Immy Lee
01291 689512
BROCKWEIR BOWLS CLUB
Trevor Williams
01291 689792
BROCKWEIR EVENTS
Adrian Birch
01291 689812
BROCKWEIR EVENTS SOCIAL TEAM
Cath Baker
01291 689331
BROCKWEIR GREEN SHOOTS
Chrissy Birch
01291 689812
BROCKWEIR TABLE TENNIS
Jean Taylor
01291 689565
BROCKWEIR VILLAGE SHOP
Alison Macklin
01291 689995
BROCKWEIR YOUTH CLUB
Barbara French
01291 689327
CHURCH BELL RINGING
Paul Bergdahl
01594 530623
COMMUNITY CONNECTOR (Village Agent) Richard Skinner
07810 630190
FOOTPATHS
St. Briavels John Hurley
01594 530890
Brockweir & Hewelsfield Rudge Bowen
07785 270029
GARDEN SOCIETY
John Gooder
01291 689979
HEWELSFIELD against Quarrying
Bob Brown
01594 530147
HISTORY GROUP
Maurice Harrison
01594 530501
HOBOS HEDGEHOG RESCUE
Rosie Bishop
01594 531439
MACKENZIE HALL TENNIS CLUB
Ayse Rugg
07766 719950
Rosalind Eaves
07854 676526
NOSH & NATTER
Pauline Siddons
01594 530524
PARISH GRASSLANDS PROJECT
Sally Secrett
01594 530539
PLAY AREA COMMITTEE
Sarah McLellan
01291 680092
ST BRIAVELS ASSEMBLY ROOMS
Karen Cockfield
01594 530950
ST BRIAVELS LITTER PICKERS
Paul Lounds
01594 530573
ST BRIAVELS LUNCHEON CLUB
Mary Perryman
01594 530505
ST BRIAVELS MOAT SOCIETY
Sue Davis
01594 531460
ST BRIAVELS PEOPLE’S CHOIR
Martin Pagnamenta
01594 531151
ST BRIAVELS PLAYGROUP
Joanne George
07799 463229
ST BRIAVELS SCHOOL
Ian Barkley
01594 530428
School bell ringing out of hours contacts: David Rees
01594 530443
Chris MacFarling
01594 531225
ST BRIAVELS SENIOR CITIZENS CLUB
Sheila Brown
01594 530676
ST BRIAVELS W.I.
Anne Rigby
01594 562541
WATER EMERGENCY
0800 7834444
WILD BOAR / DEER problems:
Tim Hill
01452 830389
WILD BOAR / DEER problems
Barry Hutchinson
07773 332467
WYE VALLEY MUSIC
Keith Norman
01594 530419
WALKING FOR HEALTH
John Hurley
01594 530890
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The Brockweir Inn

LYDNEY PARK SAWMILL
Bar open
Tuesday 6 - 11pm
Wednesday – Saturday 12 - 2.30
and 6 - 11pm
Sunday 12 - 6pm
Food served
Tuesday 6.30pm - 9pm
Wednesday – Saturday 12 - 2pm
and 6.30 - 9pm
Sunday Lunch 12 - 4pm
The Brockweir CIC Quiz every
other Wednesday

01291 689548

www.thebrockweirinn.co.uk

Your Timber Needs Cut To Order

Products cut to order, including a range of
Timber Products & Fencing, Oak Beams,
Wood Chippings, Seasoned Firewood,
and a Carpentry Shop on-site
Whatever your requirements, make
Lydney Park Sawmill your first port of call.
Redhill Farm, Watery Lane, Lydney, Glos, GL15 6BU

All enquiries welcomed

CALL STEVE TODAY

01594 845373
07780 984674

sawmill@lydneyparkestate.co.uk

INSIGHT
IN
FINANCIAL ADVICE

Plan for your future with confidence
We offer independent and unbiased advice
together with years of experience
We can advise you on:

● Re�rement Planning & Pensions
● Investment Planning & Por�olio
Management
● Inheritance Tax Planning
● Savings & ISAs
● Protec�on & Insurance
● Business & Auto Enrolment
● Financial Planning
1st mee�ng at our own cost
Free pension healthcheck

www.insigh�a.co.uk
Lee Wyllie 07977 014297
leewyllie@insigh�a.co.uk
Insight Financial Advice Ltd is authorised and regulated by the
Financial Conduct Authority as Independent Financial Advisors.
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Large pool suitable for giant breeds
Swim with your dog
Full grooming services
Extended water treadmill
Open 6 Days a week (inc evenings)
NARCH registered hydrotherapists

Find us on Facebook and Twitter

01594 844222
www.bilbospetspa.biz
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