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Dear Friends
Having just celebrated Easter in April, we also have a busy time 
ahead in the Christian Calendar. We celebrate Ascension, which 
leads to Pentecost and, finally, we share Trinity Sunday.

We have had some amazingly sunny warm days. We see God's 
hand in creation all around us with re-birth, the beautiful flowers and 
blossom trees - everything is awakening now from its winter sleep. 
So we now have an opportunity, like I did this morning, to spend time 
in our gardens - to cut back the bushes and dig up the dead plants 
and replace them with new, colourful, bright blooms. So we can sit 
in our gardens, invite friends and family around for a BBQ and be 
proud of our gardens.

We can spend a quiet time in our gardens and think about God. We 
should find time to pray surrounded by creation. We should thank 
God for this beautiful world He has given us, as we listen to the birds 
singing in the morning and when we watch the bees flying, collecting 
pollen from unique, fragile flowers - no two are the same. 

Sometimes, we go for a walk and we may be troubled and 
distracted, we may not notice the beauty around us. Sometimes, we 
take for granted what God has provided. Recently we have seen 
young people taking time off school to remind us about our frail earth 
being ruined.

We have seen Extinction Rebellion being very vocal. It is time for us 
to step up and try harder to be good stewards of the world around 
us. We must stop ruining our planet before it is too late. God has 
created an amazingly beautiful world for us. We should appreciate it 
more often and try harder to look after it better. 

God bless.

Patsy
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St Mary the Virgin St Briavels & St Mary Magdalene Hewelsfield
All are most welcome to join us for worship, which is welcoming, relaxed and open 
to all. Join us to find what God’s love could mean for you. Both Churches are open 
from 9.00am until 4.00pm for those who wish to look around or find a space for quiet 
and reflection. More can be found on our website www.stbandhchurches.org.uk 
which gives up to date information. For a wedding, baptism or blessing, or to request 
healing or other prayer, please contact me, robert.simpson02@btinternet.com, 
or 01594560202, or our Reader, Mandy Vaughan - 01594 530844. I usually work 
Sunday, Monday, Tuesday and mornings on Wednesday, and am available anytime for 
urgent requests.
Thanks to all of you who visited the Historical Exhibition at Hewelsfield & Brockweir 
Church. We had many visitors, all of whom really seemed to enjoy it, and objects of 
interest were offered for the next one. A big thank you to Pauline Siddons and her 
team for organising this. It was good to be reminded of the history of this Christian 
Community, which has existed there for over 900 years.
June is a busy month. In both Churches we will be joining in 9 days of prayer for 
God's Kingdom to come from Ascension Day, May 30th until Pentecost, June 9th. 
At Pentecost we celebrate the Whittington Purse Sermon, between the Church and 
the Castle at 7pm. We have the Pillowell Silver Band, and the speaker is Rev Dr Rob 
James from Newnham on Severn, followed by the Bread and Cheese Distribution. 
These two traditional and unique events have been going on for nearly 400 and 800 
years respectively.
On Sunday 16th, 10am in St Briavels School Hall, is the final Food for Thought.
As it is both Trinity Sunday and Father's Day the theme is God - the Loving Father.
This will be followed at 11.30am by a Free Barbecue, to which all are welcome. We 
will be starting a different form of informal event in September. On Sunday 23rd, 
11am – 5pm, there will be Midsummer Open Gardens in St Briavels. This will be 
followed at 5.30 pm by a Service of Celebration for the Creativity of Gardeners. The 
month ends with the Ordination of David Rees as Deacon, in the Cathedral. There is 
a coach going from the village. Please contact Jean Sheraton (01594 531096) if you 
would like to come with us.
We begin July with the Friends of St Briavels Church Hog Roast on 6th July at Church 
Farm, followed on the 7th by the Confirmation of a member of Hewelsfield Church at 
Tutshill.

JUNE SERVICES: PREACHERS AND THEMES:
ST MARY THE VIRGIN, ST BRIAVELS
SUNDAY 2nd - Easter 7: That They May Be One. David Treharne
8.30am BCP Communion
9.30am All Age Eucharist
SUNDAY 9th - Pentecost (Whitsun): Trust, Transformed & Truth. Robert
9.30am All Age Eucharist
7.00pm Whittington Purse Service. Rev Dr. Rob James 

SUNDAY 16th - Trinity: God, the Loving Father. Robert
8.30am BCP Communion
10.00am Food for Thought - School Hall. Followed by BBQ
SUNDAY 23rd - Trinity 1: Fear, Freedom & Fulfillment. Robert
9.30am All Age Eucharist
5.30pm Service of Celebration of the Creativity of Gardeners
SUNDAY 30th - 
Ordination of David Rees at the Cathedral
SUNDAY 7th JULY – Rev David Rees & Rev Tony Jones
8.30am BCP Communion
9.30am All Age Eucharist
MIDWEEK AT ST BRIAVELS 
4th Tues 9.00am Morning Prayer
5th Weds 10.30am Communion
6th Thurs 9.00am Morning Prayer
11th Tues 9.00am Morning Prayer
13th Thurs 9.00am Morning Prayer 
18th Tues 9.00am Morning Prayer
19th  Weds 10.30am Communion
20th Thurs 9.00am Morning Prayer
25th Tues 9.00am Morning Prayer
27th Thurs 9.00am Morning Prayer 
2nd July Tues 9.00am Morning Prayer
3rd  Weds 10.30am Communion
4th Thurs 9.00am Morning Prayer 
ST MARY MAGDALENE, HEWELSFIELD & BROCKWEIR
SUNDAY 2nd - Easter 7: That They May Be One. David Treharne
11.00am Family Communion
SUNDAY 9th - Pentecost (Whitsun): Trust, Transformed & Truth. Robert
11.00am Family Communion
SUNDAY 16th - Trinity: God, the Loving Father. Mandy
11.00am Family Worship
SUNDAY 23rd - Trinity 1: Fear, Freedom & Fulfillment. Robert
11.00am Family Communion
SUNDAY 30th – Trinity 2: Mandy
11.00am Family Worship
SUNDAY 7th JULY – Trinity 3
10.45am Confirmation at Tutshill 
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BROCKWEIR MORAVIAN CHURCH
Church Services for June 2019
Sun 2 June 6.00pm Rev Patsy Holdsworth (Holy Communion)
Sun 9 June 6:00pm Rev Norah Hill (Pentecost)
Sun 16 June 6.00pm Rev Patsy Holdsworth ((Trinity Sunday, & Anniversary 

of the renewal of the Brethren’s Church and start of 
building of HerrnHutt in 1722)

Sun 23 June 6.00pm Rev RoseMary Dagger
Sun 30 June 3.00pm Rev Patsy Holdsworth (to include Infant Baptism)

REGULAR MEETINGS AND ACTIVITIES
Tap Dancing - 6.45-7.45 & 7.45-8.45 – Mondays in the School Room. ‘Tap for Fun’ 
classes for adults from complete beginners to intermediate levels. Please contact 
Deborah Stock on 07801 479269, email deborahstock@aol.com for more information.
Table Tennis - 2.15 - 4.00 pm - Tuesdays & Thursdays in the School Room.
Players of all abilities always welcome - for more information contact Jean Green on 
01594 530955.
Charity Lunch - at 12noon in the Sunday School Room on 1st Thurs of the month. 
6th June in aid of Brockweir Church Gift Day
Book Group - Please contact Heather Armstrong (01291 689326) for details.
Brockweir & Hewelsfield History Group - Normally on the 2nd Thursday of the month 
at 7.30 pm in the Sunday School. Now on Summer break. Restarts in September.
Food Bank Collection - Donations for the food bank may be brought to services, 
charity lunches etc or left in the church porch at any time. We welcome your gifts of 
tinned and dried food, and also toiletries.
Ecumenical Welcome
 

Because we are the only church offering regular public worship in the 
village of Brockweir, we invite all Christians in the local community to play 
as full a part as they are able [allowing for any continued commitments to 
their own denomination] in the life and fellowship of this congregation. We 
invite those of all Christian traditions, and those having no particular 

denominational affiliation, to worship and to share in Holy Communion with us, and to 
share in the ministry and mission of the Church in this area.
Minister: Rev Patsy Holdsworth, 35 Quarry Way, Emersons Green,
Bristol, BS16 7BN, Tel: 0117 907 8994 email: Patsy.holdsworth@moravian.org.uk
Please note that Patsy’s day off is normally on a Tuesday. Please try to only contact her in 
an emergency on that day.

Church Committee
Katie Groves-Bond 07814 431892 Jean Green 01594 530955
Heather Armstrong 01291 689326 Sue Groves 01291 689804
Carol Ostler 01291 689675 Judith Ashton 01291 689572
Philip Ashton 01291 689572

Gift Day 2019
As in previous years we are holding a ‘Gift Day’ appeal when we ask all those 
who care about our church to consider making an additional contribution to 
church funds. We are facing substantial costs in maintaining our buildings, 
which are simply not covered by our weekly collections.
Our Ascension Day service on Thurs 30th May and our Charity Lunch on 5th 
June provide focal points for our appeal, though we will be holding a number of 
fundraising events during the year.
Every single donation, large or small, will help us to maintain our presence in 
the village and we thank you in anticipation of your generosity. Here are some 
ways that you can help us, and some of them won’t cost you anything!

1.	You could make a ‘one-off’ donation by cash, cheque, or bank transfer. 
Cheques should be made payable to Brockweir Moravian Church. Our 
Treasurer (Mr Philip Ashton, Herries, Underhill, Brockweir, Chepstow. NP16 
7NQ, Tel 01291 689572) can provide details of our bank account for direct 
payments.

2.	You could make a regular donation by cash or cheque - though for 
convenience, setting up a standing order may be easier.

3.	You can send a donation via the GoFundMe donation page: 
GoFundMe.com/BrockweirMoravian

4.	If you shop online, many retailers will give a percentage of what you spend 
to your chosen charity if you shop via the EasyFundraising app. Simply 
download the app, select Brockweir Moravian Church as your chosen 
charity, and carry on shopping. There are a huge number of supermarkets 
and other shops, even Amazon and eBay, who support this app, so every 
time you shop you can help us and it won’t cost you any extra!

5.	Another way to give us money without it costing you anything, is to Gift Aid 
your donations. If you are a UK tax payer the government will give us an 
additional 25p for every £1 you donate, so don’t forget to tick the ‘Gift Aid’ 
Box on online forms or ask for a form from our treasurer. 

We are extremely grateful to everyone who donates money to help maintain the 
fabric and work of the church. Thank you for your support.

BINGO !
Come along and enjoy a fun afternoon 
of Bingo in aid of Church Funds
Wednesday 12 June
At 3.00pm
In the Moravian Sunday School Rooms
Refreshments will be served

mailto:deborahstock@aol.com
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ST BRIAVELS CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
You are warmly invited to join us at our services. These are at 10am and 6pm. 
Our morning service is a family service when we have a “Sunday Club” for young 
children.

We meet for Bible study and prayer every Tuesday (10:15am in the chapel) and 
Thursday (8pm, my home).

For the last few years we’ve held combined meetings with the parish church, called 
“Food for Thought”. These meetings, which take place in the school hall, provide a 
forum for discussion, and activities are provided for children. On June 16th we will 
hold the last of these meetings – we’d love for you to join us. Please see the advert 
in this edition to find out more.

On Sunday evenings, starting 2nd June, we’re running something called 
Christianity Explored. It’s an informal course for people who'd like to investigate 
Christianity, or just brush up on the basics. It explores who Jesus was, what his 
aims were, and what it means to follow him. You won't be asked to pray, sing or 
read aloud, and you can ask any questions you like. Or, if you prefer, you can just 
come along and listen. 2, 16, 23 & 30 June, 6pm at the chapel. (There won’t be a 
session on June 9th to avoid clashing with the Whittington Purse and Bread and 
Cheese.)

Our Coffee Morning, Tuesday 4th June, 10-12.

If you would like to know more about us please get in touch or visit our website: 
www.stbriavelscongregational.org.uk.

Matt Rees, Pastor

ORDAINED LOCAL MINISTER (OLM)

I moved to St Briavels in December 1979. I have always, since the age of about 
9, been a regular worshipper at the local Parish Church, wherever I have lived.  
I have always been involved in the life of the church. Although my career was 
working in a scientific laboratory I have always felt that I could and ought to do 
more to bear witness to the Good News of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Up until 
recently, this had been expressed mainly through being involved with the wider 
community, particularly as a Governor at St Briavels School and a member of the 
Parish Council - trying to live my life as an expression of my faith and beliefs.

As a part of my continuing faith journey I was licensed as a Pastoral Assistant 
in 2016. Ordained Anglican ministry is changing rapidly. In the future, a large 
proportion of clergy are likely to be self-supporting volunteers, especially in rural 
areas. All mainstream Churches recognise that new contexts need new forms of 
ministry. Ordained Local Ministers (OLMs) are deacons and priests specifically 
called out of their local congregation and ordained to minister specifically in that 
locality, rather than being deployed nationally. Through training alongside ordained 
colleagues, OLM emphasises the role of someone nurturing the community they 
know well. The OLM contributes to the ways of being church that promote the 
mission of the local church as the calling and responsibility of every baptised 
person working together. This involves being sensitive to the particular needs and 
opportunities of the locality.

I am pleased to have been accepted by the Diocese of Gloucester to be trained to 
be an OLM, to minister in the benefice of St Briavels with Hewelsfield & Brockweir, 
with permission also to minister in our neighbouring Parish of Tidenham. I am 
to be ordained Deacon in Gloucester Cathedral on June 30th. The service will 
commence at 10.15 am. This is a public service and I invite folks from the parishes 
to come along and be with me in what will be a big milestone in my life.  We, at the 
church, are hoping to hire a coach for the occasion. There is a list in the back of 
church. If you would like to reserve seats on the coach please add your name to 
this list.

David Rees

The Final Food For Thought
Sunday 16th St Briavels School Hall 10.00am

God – the Loving Father? 
What do you think?

Followed @ 11.30 by a BBQ 
All Invited

FOREST OF DEAN QUAKER MEETING

We meet for Worship every Sunday at 10.30am in Staunton Village 
Hall (near Coleford.) There is a car park behind the hall. Contact 
me for more information.

Jen Cothier 01594 530348
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HEWELSFIELD AND BROCKWEIR PARISH COUNCIL

Summary Minutes of the Meeting held on Monday 13th May 2019 at The 
Loft, Brockweir Village Shop.

Cllr. Sinfield was appointed Chairman and Cllr. Fox appointed Vice 
Chairman by a unanimous vote by councillors. Cllrs. Haythornthwaite, Harris, 
Brundle, Sinfield and Fox all signed Declarations of Acceptance of Office.

There are two vacancies to be filled on the Parish Council. An article will 
be placed in the Parish Magazine, posted on the Parish Noticeboards and put 
on social media inviting interest from parishioners who would like to join the 
Parish Council

The issue of motor bikes using the track (FHE6) running at the site of 
Harthill Grange was raised by the owner. Scramble bikes are using the track 
at speed, which is dangerous for walkers and horse riders. It was agreed to 
contact GCC to check the status of the track and to investigate what measures 
could be put in place.

The applicant of Planning Application P0500/19/FUL (Harthill Grange, Sandy 
Lane, Hewelsfield, Lydney. Erection of a front porch with associated works 
including replacement of windows and installation of new windows) explained 
that erection of the porch would address structural problems caused during the 
original conversion of the barn, alleviate flooding into the entrance hall whilst 
also increasing security of the property. Councillors had no comment to make 
on this application.

The Financial Statement for April 2019 was agreed. The Clerk informed 
councillors that the year end accounts were currently with the Internal Auditor. 
Payments were agreed as follows:

Payee Service Amount
Henry Bendall Cutting Verges £100.00
Lynda Skuse Clerk salary & expenses £357.20
AEB Price Strimming/Litter Picking £140.00

P0436/19/FUL – Wye Lodge, Red Lodge Lane, Brockweir. Conversion 
and extension of existing double garage to provide annexe and holiday let 
accommodation. Councillors were unable to support this application for the 
following reasons: the development would increase volume of traffic on a very 
narrow road; the increased traffic would impact on neighbouring dwellings; there 
is a precedent within the Parish of not granting permission to convert garages to 
holiday lets/annexes; the proposed development seems disproportionate to the 
existing building; concern from parishioners on previous occasions regarding 
the growing number of holiday lets within the parish and the resulting increase 
in delivery vans and general traffic; the visual impact of the development within 
an AONB area.

P0047/19/DISCON – Caswell Farm, Brockweir. Discharge of Conditions 03 
(sample panels), 04 (joinery details), 05 (hard and soft landscaping), 06 (foul 
and water drainage and 10 (carbon energy scheme) of planning permission 
P0770/18/FUL. Councillors had no comment to make on this application.

Very few responses had been received to the invitation for organisations 
and parish groups to attend the Annual Parish Meeting on 21st May. 
Refreshments will be provided for parishioners after the meeting.

The date of the next meeting is Tuesday 11th June 2019 7.00pm at The 
Loft, Village Shop

ST BRIAVELS PARISH COUNCIL

Notes from the Meeting held on Monday 13th May, 2019 in the Assembly 
Rooms, St. Briavels

Following the elections held on 2nd May, the Annual Parish Council Meeting 
was the first meeting of the evening where the newly elected Councillors 
formally signed a document to accept their position as a Parish Councillor. Cllr. 
Piers Chivers was elected as Chairman and Cllr. David Rees elected as Vice-
Chairman. Some of the Lead Councillor roles were allocated at the meeting 
and are as follows:

Finance and Planning – Cllr. Chris McFarling, ‘Governance & Staffing’ and 
Cemetery – Cllr. David Rees, Highways – Cllr. Paul Lounds. As two Councillors 
were unable to attend the meeting, the remaining roles, Footpaths, Emergency 
Plan/Snow Warden and Assets & Maintenance will be allocated at the June 
meeting. Once the Lead Councillor roles are agreed, the Clerk will put a notice 
on each of the Council’s notice boards so you will know who to contact for 
advice or to report an issue.

The first ‘monthly’ meeting of the Parish Council year followed on 
from the Annual Meeting.  Five planning applications were reviewed and 
commented on. A request from West Dean Parish Council asking for 
information concerning speeding controls in the Parish was supported.

Land at Whittington Close – as reported previously, the Council is currently 
liaising with the Forest of Dean District Council’s Estates Department and the 
Guinness Partnership to lease two parcels of land for a yearly ‘peppercorn 
rent’. The draft leases will be drawn up shortly and brought to a Parish Council 
meeting for approval.

Repair of Playing Field Boundary Wall – the Council is pleased to report 
that work to repair the 40 metres of wall, which is an important part of the 
Village’s heritage, is expected to start immediately after the Carnival, weather 
permitting.

St Briavels Parish Council continued on next page...
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Disposal of Dog Waste – the Council has confirmed with FoDDC that bagged 
dog waste can be put into normal waste bins. It would therefore be much 
appreciated if dog owners can make sure they pick up and take home their 
dog’s waste or pop it into one of the waste bins located around the Village.

Feedback from the St. Briavels Get-together (22nd May) will be brought to a 
future meeting and reported in the next issue of Village News.

St. Briavels Carnival – the Parish Council will once again be present at this 
year’s Carnival; so, make sure you drop by and have a chat about what we do 
and plans/projects for 2019/20. 

Next meeting – Monday, 10th June, 2019 at 7.00 p.m. in the Assembly 
Rooms, with planning applications available to view from 6.30 p.m. and 
Councillors available for you to raise any issues you feel the PC may be 
able to resolve. Full minutes are available on the Parish Council website.

Ursula Deighton, Clerk, St. Briavels Parish Council 
Tel: 01594 516518. E-mail: stbriavelsclerk@outlook.com

Saturday 20st July 12.30-5pm & 7.30-10pm
on the field next to the Brockweir Village Shop

We intend to have a Community Fete again, after the success of last year’s. It 
will take place on the field, with the same format of an old-fashioned family fun 
day, hopefully bringing all ages in the community together. Each community 
group in the area is invited to take a stand for their own fundraising i.e. 
Tombola, Hook a Duck. There will be no charge to have a stand and each 
group can choose where their takings go. 

There will be a series of silly races - eg. sack races, egg and spoon, some for 
adults, some for children and some group challenges. We also plan to have a 
couple of competitions like Bake Off. On the Friday and/or Saturday evening, 
we intend to have some music, with a small charge for people to bring a picnic, 
or there will be a BBQ. All profits will go to charity.

If you have any queries, please either pop into the shop to see me or contact 
me on 01291 689995 or alisoninbrockweir@yahoo.co.uk - Alison Macklin

LETTERS TO THE VILLAGE NEWS

TWO THANK YOUs

I can’t thank you enough for being so supportive of my art exhibition in the café 
in Brockweir Village Shop. I was overwhelmed that I have sold some - it’s such a 
new experience for me! A big thank you to those who made a purchase. I hope 
you enjoy them as much as I did painting them.

I also would like to thank you for the amazing support I have had during Jeremy’s 
illness which sadly is ongoing. We remain positive but it’s proving to be a hard 
nut to crack.

Tricia Willder “ 

FANTASTIC EVENT TO HELP MACKENZIE HALL’S NEW SOUND SYSTEM

On the 27th April, Tony Summers organised an amazing evening of live musical 
entertainment at the Mackenzie Hall, when over a hundred people enjoyed a 
great variety of genres of music to raise the additional funds needed for the 
Mackenzie Hall’s new sound system. Thanks go to Tony and all the musicians for 
giving their considerable talents and time for free: Rob Barnaville; Eternal Now; 
Beaujoladies; Charlotte Bishop; and Rich Tea and Cake. 

Thanks too, to CIC for putting on the bar, Mark Baker for being his usual, 
hilarious, on the edge, MC, and to Eileen Summers and Dennis Skinner and all 
those who helped on the night. A magnificent £1,270 was raised! We are also 
grateful to receive very generous donations from BADs from their latest Panto, 
from Adrian Birch from proceeds from his musical and theatrical events - and of 
course from the Great Dunkilns Resilient wind turbine group which provided the 
initial grant.

This really has been a magnificent whole village venture and we believe the 
new sound system will be of benefit to many live musical and theatrical events 
to come.

Barbara French

The Mackenzie Hall AGM
Thursday 6th June, 7.00pm.

The Trustees would be delighted if you 
could join us for our Annual General 
Meeting this year. We will recap on all 
the improvements made in the hall since 
last year and take stock on what we need 
to do next for the benefit of the village.

Letters continued on next page...

mailto:alisoninbrockweir@yahoo.co.uk
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MORAVIAN COFFEE MORNING & PLANT SALE

We had an excellent turn out for our annual Coffee Morning and Plant Sale.  Once 
again, the sun shone upon us, and as generous people had donated some really 
lovely plants and delicious cake, we were able to raise a record £328 for the 
Moravian Church, which will be very welcome.

Many thanks to all who came along and to all the kind growers and cake bakers.
Hilary Lee

BANK HOLIDAY COFFEE MORNING - THANK YOU!

Once again, an amazing amount of money was raised on Easter Monday at the 
Coffee Morning, just over £1150.00.

Thank you to everyone who supported us. Both Charities have sent us lovely 
letters thanking us for the support we have given them. These charities rely on 
local support to keep going so any help is greatly appreciated.

So a huge thank you, once again. We hope to see you all on Monday August 26th 
(Bank Holiday).

Adele, Tessa, Simon and family
HISTORY FESTIVAL

Thank you to everyone who supported our History Festival. We were very pleased 
to raise over £800. The money will go towards the upkeep of Hewelsfield Church 
so it remains an important part of our community as it has been for over 900 years.

Pauline Siddons.

St Briavels 
OPEN GARDENS

Sunday 23rd June 11am – 5pm
Refreshments & Raffle

TICKETS £7.50 (under 16's free)
Meet outside the church for tickets, maps, etc

Bring your friends and family and explore some of the 
beautiful gardens around our village. We have some 

dedicated gardeners, wonderful gardens and superb views.
Proceeds to go towards provision of a discrete kitchen area 
so that we may meet modern food hygiene standards when 
refreshments for concert or events are served in the church.

NEWS AND ACTIVITIES

ST BRIAVELS ART GROUP SUMMER EXHIBITION
Saturday 13th and Sunday 14th JULY, The Assembly Rooms, St Briavels.
We would like to announce our forthcoming Summer Art Exhibition to be held at 
The Assembly Rooms, St Briavels in July. The dates for your diary are Saturday 
13th and Sunday 14th July, when we will be showing a colourful collection of 
work produced by members of our local Art Group, to include scenic landscapes, 
portraits, floral art, animal and bird pictures and much more - all in a variety of 
media, from water colour and oils to pencil drawings and pastels. Our exhibits will 
reveal a wide range of talents and ideas.
So, whether you are a local resident or a visitor to our beautiful area touring 
the nearby villages and places of historical interest, do come along and spend 
some time in our Assembly Rooms, where you will enjoy our displays. There will 
be artwork for sale and a chance to win an item from a wonderful selection of 
raffle prizes.
Entry is FREE and we will provide a selection of hot drinks and cakes for you to 
buy and eat in our café area whilst you enjoy your surroundings.
Don’t miss this lovely show of work - we will be there from 10am to 4pm each day 
and look forward to meeting you.

Sue Watson
NEWS FROM YOUR LOCAL COMMUNTY WELLBEING AGENT
Forest Sensory Services are based in Cinderford at The Forge Centre, 
Tel. 01594 827711 They provide support for people with sight and hearing 
problems. They are now about to provide an outreach service at Sedbury Space, 
10am-12noon on the last Tuesday of each month. They will be providing practical 
support – retuning and cleaning hearing aids and providing batteries, as well as 
advice and support re losing sight and hearing.
Memory Cafés  - Sedbury Memory Café meets twice a month: 1st week of the 
month at Sedbury Village Hall & the 3rd week at Sedbury Space, running from 
2-3.30pm on Wednesdays. Woolaston Memory Café meets weekly on Thursdays, 
2-4pm at Woolaston Village Hall. Memory@Toast is an informal group that meets 
11am-12noon every Tuesday at Toast@Tutshill.

Richard Skinner, Community Wellbeing Agent.
Tel. 07927 051328 Email: richard.skinner@fdean.gov.uk

'ALL THINGS BRIGHT AND BEAUTIFUL'
A Thanksgiving service of music and readings in celebration 

of our village's beautiful gardens
Sunday 23rd June 5.30pm‬‬

St. Briavels Church

News and Activities continued on next page...
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SOFT (Sharing our Faiths Together) MEETING
SOFT meetings will be held in the Loft above the Village Shop 
on Wednesdays 5th & 19th June. We are a friendly, mixed 
faith group of people seeking to explore and understand 
the world around us. Our discussion topics range across a 
wide variety of subjects chosen by members in turn. Anyone 
is welcome to just come along and join in, or if you would 
like more information please contact: Carol Stickland - 

01594 530882 or Sue Groves 01291 689804
There is no admission fee to meetings though we do request a contribution towards 
room rental and refreshment costs.

NOSH AND NATTER

A line up of delicious soups was on offer at Nikki’s soup lunch, including her 
noted mushroom soup. We ate around a huge table so we were all able to chat to 
each other as a group or individually. With a choice of different breads to go with 
the soup, we ate well and some of us managed to try more than one soup before 
being too full to eat any more! Thank you, Nikki.

Our next meeting, in June, is on Wednesday 12th, from 12.30 – 2.00 at 
Ridgeway, Mill Hill, Brockweir, NP16 7NF, where Chrissy will provide lunch. 

Ladies, if you would like to join us, you are welcome to come to the lunch, or if 
you need more information please contact me on siddonspauline@aol.com or 
phone 01594 530524.

Pauline Siddons

NEWS FROM ST BRIAVELS SCHOOL

St Briavels School won highly commended at the RHS Malvern show with our 
wonderful garden, ‘Picturesque’. It was wonderful to see the children working 
alongside parents, grandparents and teachers. The Garden has now been 
transported back to the school and was shown to parents at our Garden Party on 
17th May.

Jo George and the Pudding Club is proving to be an inspirational project. 
Watching year 6 and pre-school collaborating, has shown the importance of this 
work. Please let the school office know if you would like to be involved with any of 
our school projects.

We have signed up to become an Eco-School. There is a long way to go but we 
already have a battery recycling centre and crisp packet collection point in school 
- please bring your batteries and any crisp packets to the school. We are looking 
at ways to reduce waste and replant the vegetable patch. If anyone is interested 
in helping us, you would be most welcome. This will be led by the children and 
our Eco team.

Nicola Dutton, Business Manager, Wye Forest Federation
Tel : 01594 530428 Email: finance@wff.gloucs.sch.uk

THE MOAT SOCIETY

We will be running our plant stall to raise funds at the St.Briavels Carnival 
on 8th June, and would very much welcome any donations. Flowers, 
shrubs, vegetables, fruit, etc, all are welcome. 

If you have any spare healthy, labelled, plants, please contact me on 
01594 531460. We can collect them from you if necessary. Thank you

Sue Davis
ST BRIAVELS WI

We have had another busy month, with members attending various 
activities. On the 1st May we combined our Coffee Club with a visit 
to Lydney Park Gardens .We managed to see the beautiful display of 
rhododendrons and azaleas before the rain set in. We then retired to the 
house for coffee and a delicious assortment of cake. The next Coffee Club 
meeting is on Wednesday 29th May at Taurus Craft, when I am sure some 
of us will be tempted to do some shopping and also purchase plants from 
the nursery.

Unfortunately, the trip to Slimbridge on the 8th May was  cancelled due to 
the very poor weather. We hope to rearrange this visit in the next month. 
The talk at this month’s meeting was on SS Great Britain and we have 
arranged a follow up trip to visit SS Great Britain on 14th June. We are 
returning to the Asha Centre in July for lunch and to view their wonderful 
rose collection. We were so inspired by the ethos and the work of the Asha 
centre that we have offered to support and mentor a group of young Indian 
women who will be staying at the Asha Centre in August .We are planning a 
day’s activities based around the village for them.

Finally we are busy completing our arrangements for the Carnival, both the 
walking float and the Cake stall. A reminder that the walking float is open 
to all women and girls and the theme is the 1920s .If you don’t feel able to 
participate in the float, we hope you will visit us on the cake stall.

St Briavels WI meets every 3rd Wednesday, 7.30 pm at the Pavilion. New 
members are always welcome.

Sue Smith

ST BRIAVELS SENIOR CITIZENS CLUB – DAY TRIP

St. Briavels Senior Citizens Club are going on a day trip to the National 
Botanic Garden of Wales on 18th June leaving at 9.00am from The Square, 
St. Briavels.

If any club members have not booked their seats on the coach, could they 
please do so by 13th of June with Sue Barnby, 01594 530845. Many thanks. 

Sheila Brown

mailto:siddonspauline@aol.com
mailto:finance@wff.gloucs.sch.uk
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ST BRIAVELS LUNCH CLUB – THURSDAY, 27 JUNE

We all meet at 11.45 for a glass of sherry and a three course lunch at 12 
o’clock in St Briavels Pavilion. We are a happy group of about 20 people and 
are always pleased to see a new face.

If you are new to the village and would like to join us, please contact me for 
more information. The three course meal, sherry and coffee costs £5.50. There 
is also a raffle. We look forward to seeing you on 27 June.

Mary Perryman 01594 530505

DAVID REES’ ORDINATION

We are thrilled for David Rees on his Ordination on Sunday morning, 30th 
June. We are organising a bus to take people to Gloucester Cathedral to 
support David on that day. This will save parking and reduce our carbon 
footprint.

Anyone wishing to go by the bus should contact me on 01594 531096 or email 
jeanmsheraton@icloud.com. We will then know what size bus to order and 
ascertain the cost.

Jean Sheraton

ST BRIAVELS CARNIVAL – CAN YOU HELP?

Please could I ask for help again for the Carnival on 8th June. I will be doing 
refreshments. If you could spare an hour or perhaps bake a cake, that would 
be great. For further details just give me a ring. Thanks.

Adele James 01594 530571

MINDFULNESS MEDITATION DAY
Saturday 29th June 10-4pm

Mindfulness is a way of being, which intertwines 
the Mind, Heart and Body - a simple but 
powerful route for getting ourselves unstuck, 
back in touch with our own wisdom and vitality. 
It is a way to take charge of the direction and 
quality of our own lives.

The Loft, Brockweir and Hewelsfield Community Shop, NP16 7NW
Cost: £30 

To book a place, please contact Diana on: 07952 548040
Or visit: http://mindfulnessforestandwye.co.uk

ACTION4OURCARE UPDATE - MAY 2019

As you are aware, a new Statement of Values and Principles was signed 
and laid before the House of Commons and House of Lords last year. This 
replaced previous cross border arrangements which did not comply with 
the law, and brought in new cross border arrangements whereby Welsh GP 
practices referred English residents via a Referral Assessment Service (RAS) 
which ensures choice of provider and treatment to NHS England waiting 
times, unless the patient opts to be treated in Wales. The one remaining local 
Gloucestershire GP practice with English cross border residents which was not 
using the RAS last year is now participating in the RAS. This means that all 
Gloucestershire residents are now covered by the new arrangements. (Further 
up the border a number of GP practices in Bettws have also joined the RAS 
scheme.)

There will be an evaluation of how well the RAS is working in November 2019 
and Action4OurCare will be asked for feedback, so please do let us know if 
you have any problems. NHS England have planned to direct urgent cancer 
referrals through the RAS to ensure that no treatment is delayed due to 
administrative slip ups. We are very concerned about the slow progress that is 
being made on this project. This is obviously an important matter, both for the 
patients and the GP Practices concerned, and Action4OurCare is pushing hard 
to resolve this.

We have also been made aware that there needs to be better co-ordination 
about access to Community Care, which we will raise with Gloucestershire 
Clinical Commissioning Group and the Aneurin Bevan University Health Board.

Our contact details are action4ourcare@gmail.com and phone number 
01594 530008

Pam Plummer, Chair.

CASUAL JOB OPPORTUNITY SUITABLE FOR STUDENTS HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS
Do you know of - or are you - a student who is looking for a casual/flexi part-time 
job through the Summer holidays? If so, the trustees of St. Briavels Assembly 
Room would love to hear from you to discuss the position further. We are looking 
for responsible individuals who are happy to assist in our community café over 
the weekends, and possibly some week days, just for a few hours?
Apart from giving you an opportunity to earn some money on a casual basis, 
it would give you some good work experience and be a lot of fun, working in a 
friendly community environment!
Please get in touch if you are interested. Many hands make light (and café!) work!

The St. Briavels Assembly Rooms Committee
trustees@st-briavels.com / 01594 530950

mailto:jeanmsheraton@icloud.com
mailto:action4ourcare@gmail.com
mailto:trustees@st-briavels.com
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BADGER CULLING UPDATE

From 1 June 2019 to 31 January 2020, approved operatives may carry 
out the annual badger cull within specified areas. 'Natural England' is the 
competent authority for this badger control licensing and they appear to have 
agreed licences for many areas of our parishes. Licences may be activated 
at any time during the above Open Season and culling may take the form of 
'controlled shooting' of free running badgers or 'cage trapping & shooting'.

Now here are some numbers to conjure with... since 2013, 67,154 badgers 
have been culled in England as part of this policy to attempt to prevent the 
spread of bovine tuberculosis (BTb), 32,601 of them in the last year alone. 

Add to that the 11,000 killed as part of 
The Randomised Badger Culling Trials of 
1998-2007 and we have a figure of 78,154 
in total. I tried to verify these incredible 
numbers by adding up the long columns 
of numbers from each of the many culling 
areas countrywide but found it difficult to 
do that because of the tears in my eyes, so 
I have used the official figures.

 'Natural England' observe: 'The likelihood of suffering in badgers is 
comparable with the range of outcomes reported when other control activities, 
currently accepted by society, have been assessed.’ What or which society 
was that exactly? Figures reveal that, ‘for a sample of 89 badgers shot at, six 
appeared to be missed and three appeared to be hit but were not retrieved.' 
What happened to them is unthinkable. Of course, those badgers that were 
cage trapped were more humanely treated... they just awaited the arrival of a 
gunman at dawn to dispatch them!!?

And what is the result to date of all this culling? The DEFRA Bovine Tb 
Strategy Review (October 2018) concludes that, 'Today bovine Tb incidences 
in England, definitely in cattle and possibly in badgers, are at best roughly 
stable.' In short, almost nothing. One of the closing remarks says, 'This cannot 
be allowed to continue.' Well, Amen to that, except that, as we have seen, in 
2019, they bizarrely approved a lot more years of badger culling.

Can I again ask that concerned parishioners continue to look out for signs of 
imminent culling: steel cage traps; shooting towers; or ground baited with food 
treats like peanuts to tempt badgers before the guns or traps - and if they feel 
inclined, report them to me on 01291 689319 or madgettsbadgers@gmail.com 
so that we can prepare to oppose it.

I am available to discuss this issue at any time. 
Keith Childs

SKYLARK DESCENDING

Populations of farmlands birds are declining quickly, with insect-catchers 
disappearing year by year. Meanwhile, hedgerows are regularly flailed down to 
keep them tidy.

Flowers tend to form on older growth. Annual flailing removes the berries but also 
the flower buds for the forthcoming year, thus ensuring a very low berry crop. 
Whilst the berries are important for winter thrushes, the thousands of miles of 
flowering hedges provide nectar for a vast biomass of insects such as moths and 
butterflies. Removing the flowers starves the insects, which starves farmland bird 
chicks such as the skylark, which solely feed their chicks on insects in their first 
week of life.*

Lose the flowers, lose the insects, lose the birds, lose our wildlife.

A careful rotation of hedge cutting allows some flowering which sustains some 
insects and the food chain is maintained. Making room for wildlife means letting go 
of tidiness.

Here's a challenge - if you own a hedge, are you willing to let the side away from 
the road grow out a bit, and not cut it all back in the winter? Please let me know if 
you are?

Chris McFarling, chrismcfarling@phonecoop.coop

* Collated from Di Wheatley's comments re: Gloucester Wildlife Trust’s Manifesto for a 
Wilder Gloucestershire.

HEWELSFIELD & BROCKWEIR PARISH COUNCIL

HELP!!!
Following the recent Local Elections, we currently only 
have five elected councillors out of a total of seven set 
by the District Council. We need two more councillors.

Parish Council meetings are held on the 1st Tuesday of 
the month at 7pm in The Loft above the Village Shop in 
Brockweir, and everyone is invited to attend.

If you would like to become a councillor and have more 
involvement in the issues affecting our Parish, we would 
like to hear from you. Please email the Clerk to the 
council at handbpc@outlook.com. It would be helpful if 
emails are received by Friday 28th June 2019.

To be eligible for election, the applicant’s name must 
appear on the current Register of the Voters List; or the 

applicant should during the whole of the twelve months preceding the relevant date have 
resided in or within three miles of the parish; or the applicant’s only place of work during 
the whole of the twelve months preceding the relevant date is in the parish. The applicant 
must not be debarred from standing as a Councillor.

mailto:madgettsbadgers@gmail.com
mailto:chrismcfarling@phonecoop.coop
mailto:handbpc@outlook.com
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ST BRIAVELS CARNIVAL - SATURDAY JUNE 8TH

The 2019 Carnival will be held on the Playing Fields on Saturday 8th June. The 
Carnival proceedings will start around 1.30 pm, when floats and fancy dress 
competitors are invited to assemble at “the Tump,” alongside the Castle. Judging 
starts prompt at 1.45 pm, and then the procession will make its way through the 
village to assemble on the Playing Fields.

The licensed bar will be open in the Pavilion and tea and cakes will also be 
available from the Pavilion kitchen. There will be other refreshments around the 
field, including a Hog Roast, Burgers and Hotdogs, and Ice Cream. There will be 
plenty to see and do, including performances by Beaujoladies, country dancing 
display, circus skills workshop and display, Punch and Judy and Magic Show, and 
Zumba display. For the children’s entertainment we have inflatables, trampolines, 
children’s rides, races, and beat the Goalie. For the adults we have Craft Stalls, 
Soapbox display, Coconut Shy and Skittles.

This is a special day in our Village’s calendar and every effort is made to make it 
an enjoyable one. Entrance is by Programme only, at a cost of £1.00 per adult and 
50p for children and concessions. We look forward to seeing you and your family 
on June 8th.

Judging will commence at 1.45pm PROMPT. All entries must be assembled on the 
Tump by 1.40pm.

PLEASE NOTE WE HAVE MADE ALTERATIONS TO THE CATEGORIES OF 
FANCY DRESS, AND ALTHOUGH THE JUDGING WILL TAKE PLACE ON THE 
TUMP THE WINNERS WILL NOT BE ANNOUNCED UNTIL THE PROCESSION 
ARRIVES AT THE FIELD.

The Classes are as follows:
a.	Lorries, Floats, Tractors, Trailers, Bikes, etc
b.	Best Team Effort
c.	Best Duo
d.	Best Novelty Costume
e.	Most Creative Costume
f.	 Most Environmentally Friendly Costume

Entry to all classes is FREE.

The EDWARD PAGE MEMORIAL CUP, JANET PARRY MEMORIAL CUP AND 
DYKE STEPHENS MEMORIAL CUP are awarded each year at the judge’s 
discretion.

The judge’s decision is final and the committee reserves the right to issue prizes 
only if the entries are of a reasonable standard. Any issue or problem arising 
should be brought to the committee’s attention by letter, for their consideration.

Any queries please contact Tessa Charley on 01594 530650 

FIVE THINGS YOU NEED TO KNOW ...
... ABOUT THE ST BRIAVELS GREAT GET TOGETHER 

Saturday 22nd June, St Briavels Castle Moat, from 1pm
1.	The Great Get Together isn’t just happening in St Briavels! We’ll be one of over 

5000 Great Get Togethers taking place across the UK over the same weekend. 
Inspired by the late MP Jo Cox, the events aim to bring people together to 
show, in Jo’s words, that we have ‘more in common than that which divides us.’ 
Find out more at www.greatgettogether.org

2.	We’ll be getting together over a BYO picnic lunch. Bring along a rug/blanket/
camping chairs and, of course, your favourite picnic fare – the more shareable, 
the better.

3.	We’re having a Bake Off! Bring your best bake, be it sweet, savoury, 
vegan, gluten-free, dairy-free – anything goes. Bakers will be judged in 
three categories: primary children, secondary children and grown-ups. Our 
discerning friends from The Pantry have kindly agreed to take on the onerous 
task of sampling all the bakes and choosing the winners!

4.	We’ll have live music, games, face-painting and a raffle in support of St 
Briavels primary school. If you sing or play an instrument or both and can help 
provide some acoustic background music, we’d love to hear from you. We’re 
also looking for volunteer face-painters! Please contact Alex if you’d like to offer 
up your musical/face-painting skills - vernonah@gmail.com / 01594 530879.

5.	We want EVERYONE to feel welcome. You don’t have to be from St Briavels 
to join us. And if you know someone who might like to attend the Great Get 
Together but might struggle to come on their own, please invite them to join 
you on your picnic rug! We’re looking forward to seeing you there.

Alex Vernon, Alice Jomain & Paula Cawte-Lounds 

St. Briavels People’s Choir
SUMMER CONCERT

Folk and Inspirational Songs, and Choruses 
from Musical Theatre 

Saturday 29th June, 7pm £6.00, the Assembly Rooms
Tickets from 'The Pantry' 01594 530421 or on the door

Proceeds to the Assembly Rooms & a local charity

http://www.greatgettogether.org
mailto:vernonah@gmail.com
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DIARY DATES - weekly/regular activities
Mondays

ZUMBA TONING WITH JO 9:15-10:15am - Mackenzie Hall Brockweir.
TABLE TENNIS: 7.30 - 9pm (except 2nd Monday of the month). Assembly 
Rooms. St. Briavels. No need to book, all levels welcome. Good exercise and 
great fun. tabletennis@st-briavels.com.
ADULT TAP FOR FUN: 6.45 - 7.45 improvers+ / Intermediates; 7.45 - 8.45 
Beginners. Moravian Church Hall. Call Deborah: 07801 479269.

Tuesdays
YOGA WITH ALI ROSE: 9:30-11am. Assembly Rooms, St Briavels. 
07883 678629.simplyalirose@yahoo.co.uk
COURTYARD CAFE: 1:30-4:30. Assembly Rooms - hairdresser, seamstress 
services, "Pop- up" shop: French bread/patisserie.
ST. BRIAVELS "WALKING for HEALTH" walk every Tuesday for approx. 1 
hour. Starts 2pm, Assembly Rooms, St. Briavels. Call John for more info - 
01594 530890.
KNITTERS GROUP meets every Tuesday, 2 – 4. 30 at St Briavels Assembly 
rooms. For info contact Claire@nissel.co.uk
OPEN MIC and NEW Wye Valley Acoustic Music Club at the Rose & Crown, Tintern, 
every first Tuesday of the month. For more info call Adrian on 01291 689812.
ZUMBA GOLD WITH JO at 7-8pm St Briavels School Hall
ZUMBA WITH JO at 8:15-9:15pm, Fitness, St Briavels School Hall

Wednesdays
COMMUNITY VINYASA YOGA 9-10 am, Assembly Rooms, St Briavels, Lorna 
Kennedy 07793 381849 lornayoga@me.com www.lornayoga.com
ECSTATIC DANCING 9.45 am -11.30 pm Mackenzie Hall
FRIENDLY ART GROUP Most Wednesdays, 10am-1pm Assembly Rooms. Call 
Ann Kilminster on 07980 978348.
PILATES: 2-3pm. Assembly Rooms, St Briavels. For info call: 01291 627243 / 
07787 193302.
BROCKWEIR BOWLS CLUB: 2-4pm Wednesday afternoons. For more 
information call Bob Broughton 01594 530003.
BROCKWEIR YOUTH CLUB - the club meets during term time. For further 
information please ring 01291 689 327 or visit: www.brockweiryouthclub.co.uk.
MINDFULNESS MEDITATION GROUP First Wednesday of the month, 7–9 pm 
at St Briavels Assembly Rooms
SOFT MEETING. On two Weds each month. 7.30pm. The Loft above 
Village Shop.

Thursdays
COURTYARD CAFE: 1:30-4:30. Assembly Rooms - hairdresser, seamstress 
services, "Pop- up" shop.
MIXED CIRCUITS CLASS: 6:30pm at Mackenzie Hall
YOGA WITH ALI ROSE: 7- 8:30pm, Assembly Rooms. 07883 678629 
simplyalirose@yahoo.co.uk.
ZUMBA WITH JO, 'Zumba Strong', St Briavels School Hall, 8.15pm - 9.15pm
ST BRIAVELS WALKING GROUP - monthly walks. John Hurley 01594 530890

Fridays
TEA AND TOTS: 9:00-11.00am - term time only, Assembly Rooms, 
St Briavels. For more information please visit our Facebook page: St 
Briavels Tea and Tots.
IYENGAR YOGA - 9.30-11am at Mackenzie Hall. www.wildwoodyoga.co.uk 
or call/message Kishe Redwood 07805 729893

UNDER 5s PLAY CLUB - 11am – 1pm at the Pavilion.

Saturdays
YOGA WITH ALI ROSE: Once a month, last Saturday of month, 
9.30-11.00am Assembly Rooms, St Briavels. 07883 678629.
simplyalirose@yahoo.co.uk
ZUMBA WITH JO, 'Toning', St Briavels School Hall, 9.00 - 10am.

Sundays
ST BRIAVELS PEOPLE’S CHOIR meets at 7 pm at the Assembly Rooms 
every week.

ST BRIAVELS SCHOOL TERM DATES: 2019

Summer Term	  3 June – 23 July
Autumn Term	 2 September – 25 October / 4 November – 20 December

ST BRIAVELS LOCAL PRODUCE MARKET

Saturday 1st June

The Pavilion 10-12.30 pm

mailto:Claire@nissel.co.uk
mailto:lornayoga@me.com
http://www.lornayoga.com/
http://wildwoodyoga.co.uk/
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DIARY DATES FOR JUNE
Walking for Health every Tuesday – meet at the Assembly Rooms, 2pm 
1 Sat Produce Market 10am-

12.30pm
St Briavels Pavilion

2 Sun ‘Christianity Explored’ 6pm St Briavels 
Congregational Church

4 Tues Coffee Morning 10am St Briavels 
Congregational Church

5 Weds SOFT meeting 7.30pm The Loft, Village Shop, 
Brockweir 

6 Thurs Charity Soup Lunch 12noon Moravian Church 
Schoolroom

6 Thurs Walk & Talk Group 2pm Meet at Hewelsfield 
Church

6 Thurs Mackenzie Hall AGM 7pm Mackenzie Hall, 
Brockweir  

8 Sat St Briavels Moat Society 
Working Party - all welcome

10am to 
12pm

Castle Moat 

8 Sat St Briavels Carnival 1.30pm The Tump
9 Sun Whittington Purse Sermon & 

Bread & Cheese Distribution
6.45pm St Briavels Castle & 

Church
10 Mon St Briavels PC meeting (planning 

applications and councillors 
available from 6.30pm)

7pm Assembly Rooms, St 
Briavels

11 Tues Hewelsfield & Brockweir PC 
meeting 

7pm The Loft, Village Shop, 
Brockweir

12 Weds Bingo  3pm Moravian School Rooms
12 Weds Nosh & Natter: Lunch 12.30-2pm Ridgeway, Brockweir 
13 Thurs St Briavels Walking Group 1pm meet at St Briavels 

Church
14 Fri Garden Society:  Gardening in 

a Changing Climate
7.30pm St Briavels Pavilion

15 Sat WVM Concert: Four Hands, 
One Piano

7.30pm St Briavels Church

16 Sun Food for Thought  - followed 
by BBQ

10am & 
11.30

St Briavels School Hall

16 Sun ‘Christianity Explored’ 6pm St Briavels 
Congregational Church

18 Tues St. Briavels Senior Citizens 
Day Trip 

9am The Square, St. Briavels 

19 Weds WI meeting: Bed Bugs etc 7.30pm St Briavels Pavilion
19 Weds SOFT meeting 7.30pm The Loft, Village Shop, 

Brockweir 
20 Thurs Walk & Talk Group 2pm Meet at Hewelsfield 

Church
22 Sat St Briavels Great Get Together from 1pm Castle Moat (see p12)
23 Sun St Briavels Open Gardens 11am-5pm
23 Sun ‘Christianity Explored’ 6pm St Briavels 

Congregational Church
23 Sun Service of Celebration 5.30pm St Briavels Church
27 Thurs St Briavels Lunch Club 11.45am St Briavels Pavilion
28 Fri Board Games Café 7-10pm Assembly Rooms, St 

Briavels
29 Sat St Briavels Peoples Choir 

Summer Concert
7pm Assembly Rooms, St 

Briavels
30 Sun Ordination of David Rees as OLM 10.15am Gloucester Cathedral
30 Sun ‘Christianity Explored’ 6pm St Briavels 

Congregational Church
30 Sun WVN Concert: Katona Twins 

Guitar Duo
7.30pm Drill Hall, Chepstow

ADVANCE DATES
6 Jul Hog Roast in aid of the 

Friends of St Briavels Church
5pm Church Farm, St 

Briavels
13/14 Jul A Midsummer Night’s Dream St Briavels Castle 
13/14 Jul St Briavels Art Group 

Exhibition
10am - 
4pm

Assembly Rooms, St 
Briavels

20 Jul Brockweir Village Fete 12.30-5 & 
7.30-10

Village Shop Playing Field

26 Aug Bank Holiday Coffee Morning 

JULY DEADLINE
To all our contributors:
The deadline for the July 2019 edition 
of the Village News will be Tuesday 
18th of June for plain text submissions 
and Friday 14th June for boxed 
announcements and adverts.
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PEOPLE POWER PLEDGES

The Hows, Whys, Lows, and Highs of Small Steps

“The thing I have found most satisfying recently is 
making eco-bricks – when you stuff all your soft 
crinkly waste plastic into a bottle and the bottle can 
be used for building with, which at least prevents the 
plastic going into landfill.

“My first hurdle was that I don’t usually have plastic bottles that are suitable, 
and I didn’t really want to buy one. Then someone brought some tonic over, so 
we got started. We used a stick to bash all the plastic down to make a really 
tight fit, which everyone enjoyed. The children got really into it, which was 
good. It really helps when the whole family is on board. It is satisfying that we 
weren’t putting it into landfill; though now we need another bottle and I don’t 
want to buy one. Making the plastic you stuff in 
clean is another obstacle, just another job to get 
done. And our eco-brick is still in our cupboard, I 
haven’t found a local collection point yet and I’m 
not going to build with it personally. Some people 
locally are thinking of building ideas.

“The process highlighted how much of that thin 
plastic we usually throw away, which I would 
prefer to avoid buying but it is hard to avoid. If the whole family engages in 
a process, a challenge or a change is much easier and more likely to work, 
which I guess is the same for the world as a whole. At school there are some 
other children doing it, so there’s been a bit of a movement which has helped. 
At school and on media there’s lots of images about plastic and plastic in 
the ocean. Kids do like the option to do a small thing to help make a change, 
and I think it did make us all think about the plastic we use a bit more. When 
I lived on my own it was so much easier. It’s particularly hard having school 
age children. Packed lunches are a real challenge. Children comment on what 
each other have in their packed lunch; sandwiches wrapped in a bee cloth, 
a waxed cloth, is not socially acceptable. I’m always trying to find ways of 
compromising, one of them being those small yogurt pots. A friend tried putting 
yogurt in a small re-usable pot, but the other kids commented. I didn’t let them 
have packed lunches for years so I could avoid the rubbish.”

If you are interested in collaborating on any of these issues, please get in 
touch via the email below. For more information on People Power Pledges, to 

get involved, or share your story, contact rachelslee@hotmail.com

NATURE NOTES: THE GREAT OUTDOORS by Moucher - John Josephi
Shangri-La?       Angry-La?      Lane Rage!
I had a surprising conversation with 
Nagsman Nick two weeks back, when I 
met him in the lane.

“I've offended your wife” he said.  “How 
come?” was my reply. Apparently, as he 
had ridden past a car that had pulled in 
to let him by, a window had 
been wound down and an 
angry female voice had 
shouted “THANK YOU 
VERY MUCH!”, delivered 
with fury! Well, I salute 
her, for, however often I 
try to do the same thing, 
my Defender window 
takes half an hour to 
open, and by then the 
moment has passed, 
leaving me grinding my teeth 
in impotent rage.

In fact, everyone had got it wrong. 
The driver was not Mother Moucher, 
and of all the riders who would fail to 
acknowledge a driver courtesy, Nick is 
among the least likely. Local livery yard 
owner, he has for decades scowled at 
the Skelton wannabes of all ages, as 
they demonstrated their skill in falling 
off their fiery steeds in his arena. A 
stern but kindly mentor. One staccato 
command, barked at me through a 
cloud of tobacco smoke, still rings in my 
ears. “MAKE MUCH!” I would be told, 
after any small triumph. It's a phrase I 
remember as I ease past each fellow 
lanegoer.

Truth is, there is an air of edginess 
about the place and, as one who has 
been round the block a couple of times, 
I've  seen it coming. Time was, when 
we planned a Haj to visit an elderly 

aunt in Clevedon, we would mount up 
in the Austin 7 and proceed down the 
Beachley slipway. From the stern of 
the Severn Princess, we would gaze 
back at our primitive homeland, while 
over the bows we gazed eagerly toward 
civilisation and sophistication. 1966 

And All That. The Severn 
Bridge changed everything. 

From the East came 
The Settlers, cultured, 
kindly asylum seekers, 

whose dream of 
The Good Life, 
lived in a cottage 

surrounded by 
a few rare breed 

sheep, was regarded as 
harmless eccentricity by 

the locals, who dubbed it “dances 
with sheep”. Sadly, Pilates hadn't 
been invented then. The settlers have 
cheered the place up no end.

Alas! The ending of tolls on The Bridge 
has brought us “The Frenzy”. Our lanes 
are gaudy with Estate agents' placards 
– Tibetan prayer flags for our time – 
and, as we cower in gateways, the 
Mercs and Audis sweep past us without 
a hint of polite acknowledgement, 
leaving behind them a vague 
impression of tinted windows and dark 
glasses, together with a keen urge to 
shake a fist or stick.

There's little to be done. As the Great Dr 
Johnson would have said, were he here 
today, “It is what it is!” My massage [sic] 
to you, gentle reader, is “hold the faith!”  
Take your cue from the Nagsman, 
and MAKE MUCH! Dr Johnson would 
probably have said the same.
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NEWS FROM THE CASTLE

Well, as I write this, the sun is beaming a smile of warmth and 
promises of Summer. It has felt like a proper Spring this year, 
with April (and May) showers making surprise appearance 
during our activity sessions with regularity! My journey to work 

recently has been made all the more enjoyable by the beautiful displays of 
bluebells in the valley, the powerful fragrance of the wild garlic and the odd 
encounter with young deer.

Shakespeare At The Castle - We hope to welcome you all through our gates 
for the return of the Seven Oaks Shakespeare Society in July. This year, they 
are performing “A Midsummer Nights Dream”. The evening performance 
is on Saturday 13th July and the matinee performance is on Sunday 14th 
July. If you have never joined us before, this is an open-air performance in 
the wonderful setting of the Castle garden. It is a “picnic in the park” style 
event and you are welcome to bring a blanket or chairs, a hamper and 
refreshments and sit, relax and soak in the atmosphere. We will also be 
selling refreshments and cakes too.

To make a booking - please pop into reception or call us on 01594 530272. 
We accept a range of debit/credit cards or cash. We are happy to offer a 
special discount to Village News readers. Tickets to the end of June will be 
£10.00 per adult. Tickets for under-26s are £5.00. Just quote “Village News 
discount” when you book.

Little quiz for you - Which of the following quotes is not from A Midsummer 
Nights Dream?

A.	“Lord, what fools these mortals be!”
B.	“Though she be but little, she is fierce!”
C.	“We are such stuff as dreams are made on, and our little life is rounded 

with a sleep.”
D.	“Love looks not with the eyes, but with the mind, And therefore is winged 

Cupid painted blind.”
E.	“The course of true love never did run smooth.”

Linda Harrison, Manager

The GREAT Fun fruit & veg swap shop!
* EXCHANGE * DONATE * RECEIVE *

Community Café, St. Briavels Assembly Rooms, Tues & Thurs Afternoons: 1.30 - 4.30pm

Everybody is welcome from all neighbouring parishes – the more the merrier!
swapshop@st-briavels.com / 01594 530950 

STALKING AND HARASSMENT 

Stalking is one of the most frequently experienced forms of abuse and it 
can terrify and destroy the lives of victims. It’s often misinterpreted and 
misunderstood to be romantic and complimentary, but it’s not. Both stalking 
and harassment are crimes. 

Stalking differs from harassment, as it relates to obsession and fixation 
rather than a nuisance. Around 1 in 5 women and 1 in 12 men have 
experienced stalking in their lifetime. (Suzy Lamplugh Trust 2016.) Stalkers 
are most likely to target someone they already know, with the largest 
proportion of stalkers being ex-partners. People working in public-facing 
roles can also be more likely to experience stalking. Cyberstalking through 
mobile apps and social media is also a common part of stalking nowadays. 
You can find out how to secure your devices on the Gloucestershire 
Constabulary website.

Put a stop to stalking by remembering STOP.

Say no to the person once and then stop responding. Mute digital 
messages from them rather than blocking them. You can then monitor 

any escalations in behaviour.

Take notes by keeping a diary of every single time they contact you. Time, 
date, location and witnesses should be recorded. Any gifts should also 

be safely stored and screen shots taken of digital messages.

Options. Find out what your options are by contacting the free and 
confidential National Stalking Helpline on 0808 802 0300. 

Police. Tell us about the stalking or the harassment as early as possible. 
You can do this online or over the phone by calling 101. To download 

a stalking diary, find out more and to tell us about stalking, please visit: 
gloucestershire.police.uk/stalking

At  the Brockweir and Hewelsfield 
Village Shop
A seasonal meal, using ingredients 
from the shop
27 June 7pm £22.50
(£18.50 for volunteers and members).
Booking essential
01291 689995 
or email alisonbrockweir@gmail.com

Brockweirbistro
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NEWS FROM THE BROCKWEIR VILLAGE SHOP

Dear All
As we move into high season, we see an increase in the number 
of visitors exploring the area and coming to the shop for a Pit 
Stop. This can place added stresses on to our volunteers, who 
do such sterling work.
 If you happen to come 
in and see a mound of 

washing up or find you have a spare 
15 minutes to help, the volunteers 
would be delighted to welcome you. 
It doesn't commit you to working as a 
volunteer regularly but, to coin a famous 
supermarket catchphrase, "Every little 
helps". Maybe that should be the motto 
this year for the shop. "Every little helps", 

whether it is popping in to do some 
shopping, becoming a shop member, 
offering to clean out a chiller every two 
months or offering to clear some tables 
and fill the sugar bowls. Every small 
act shares the load out and relieves 
pressures. To pinch and adapt another 
catchphrase: "This is not just any shop; 
this is your community shop".

Alison
OUR NEW AIR SOURCE HEAT PUMP

Fifteen years ago when the village 
shop was built the renewable energy 
technologies installed to power the 
building were, at the time, cutting edge 
and included a ground source heat pump 
and solar PV tiles. Now, 15 years on the 
heat pump has sadly come to the end 
of its working life which has presented 
the opportunity to replace it with newer 
and more efficient technology. As we 
know, the next decade is key for making 
the necessary changes to tackle climate 
change. The new air source heat pump 
has a high efficiency and will be powered 
by the electricity produced by the solar 
PV roof and renewable energy from our 
electricity supplier. This new system 
will provide renewable heat via the 
underfloor heating in the shop and loft 
and hot water to the kitchen and toilets. 
The new air source heat pump will also 
be eligible for the government Renewable 
Heat Incentive which means over time 
the organisation will be repaid the cost 
of the installation. The work has been 

undertaken by expert local installers 
Alan Reynolds and Daniel Smith who 
between them have installed over 80 
heat pumps locally. If you are interested 
in finding out more about the shop eco 
credentials please look at our website 
www.bandhvillageshop.co.uk
With proper maintenance the lifespan 
of the new air source heat pump will be 
around 20 years. The world may well be 
a very different place in 2039 and who 
knows what sort of exciting technologies 
will be available when we need to think 
about replacing it again. We intend to 
look at installing other complementary 
renewable energy technologies to ensure 
the shop is fit for the future. Hopefully 
in 2039 we will able to look back with 
satisfaction and say the BHVSA did what 
it could to tackle climate change.
If you have any questions about the air 
source heat pump installed at the shop 
please contact Peter Stickland, Rick 
Durrant or Ellie van der Heijden.

ART IN THE CAFÉ 
Geoff Howells - Fine Pen & Ink drawings of historical & important buildings 
of Monmouthshire - 20th May to 30th June
Born and raised in Usk, Monmouthshire, 
Geoff was a late starter to the world of 
art. "It wasn’t until I was at university 
studying for a degree in finance that I 
began to draw.   I had always liked the 
idea of drawing but like so many children 
gave it up early.  A chance encounter 
with a book of etchings by James Mcneill 
Whistler in the library changed that.  I 
wanted to draw like him, so started my 
studies as soon as my course finished.  
Luckily, my local adult education centre 
undertook life drawing so I signed up and 
was a regular for a couple of years until 
work commitments took over.
"Unhappy in the world of finance, I took 
the opportunity of redundancy to study for 
a degree in architecture and was fortunate 
to gain a place at Oxford Brookes.  This 
turned into a real eye opener, with the 
course allowing me the time to develop 
my drawing and observation skills.  The 
Ashmolean Museum houses the most 
wonderful drawing resource in its Print 
Room.  Hours were spent poring over 

drawings by John Ruskin, Samuel Palmer 
and Rubens amongst others.  All with the 
aim of trying to figure out how they did it.
"After completing my degree, I began 
gardening and soon built up a healthy 
client base which allowed me to do it 
full time.  Apart from the major benefit 
of being outdoors most of the time, 
the quieter winter months give me the 
opportunity to draw on a regular basis.
"My architecture studies aroused a 
deep interest in the built environment, 
which is reflected in many of my 
drawings.  Coupled with this is a love 
of the countryside.  I feel fortunate to 
have grown up in a rural environment 
and could sit in front of trees for hours, 
studying their shape and structure.  More 
recently, I have begun to look at stone 
sculpture with a keen eye.  During the 
freezing winter months there is a good 
chance you could find me sitting in a 
church, graveyard or castle sketching 
the form of a gravestone or coat of arms!"

Church Farm Barn
St Briavels

21 July   5pm - late
Licensed Bar

Vegetarian alternative available
Please bring something to sit on

The Beaujoladies' Music
All proceeds will be used for urgent work to St Briavels Church

Tickets £10 from Brockweir Village Shop and St Briavels Pantry
Or call 01594 531151

http://www.bandhvillageshop.co.uk
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THIS MONTH'S RECIPE

NORMANDY VEGETABLE SOUP

Now we are growing and harvesting lots of lovely 
vegetables, this is an ideal soup to prepare. The soup is 
not thickened by sieving or blending but can be served 
with slightly dry diced bread which can be added 
when you are at the table. 

Good olive oil
2ozs unsalted butter 
3pts water or stock
1lb potatoes – diced
3 medium onions – diced
4 leeks – sliced
1 small tight green cabbage – shredded. Use some of the green outer leaves.
2 carrots – diced.

You may also add peas, beans and any other vegetables.

Gently sauté the diced vegetables in a mixture of oil and butter. Do not brown 
- sweat well. Add the water or stock, bring to the boil and then simmer gently. I 
usually cook this on a low heat for about 2 hours.  I normally make this soup a day 
in advance and then heat it the next day.

In France, they add day old French sticks (diced) just before serving in large bowls. 
Grated cheese can also be added. Use whatever vegetables you like – just cook 
the soup gently. 

Mary Perryman

Disposable coffee cup
About 14g, landfill, 5p every time.

Reusable coffee cup
Available in many shops and online; including 

Brockweir and Hewelsfield 
Village Shop - £8.50

Try swapping...!
Try swapping...!
Try swapping...!

Try swapping...!
Try swapping...!
Try swapping...!

PARISH GRASSLANDS PROJECT
One of the speakers at the smallholders' forum during our 
meeting at the Mackenzie Hall in March was Corinna Arnold, 
who spoke enthusiastically about a plan to set up a system of 
wildlife corridors. We asked her to provide more details, and to 
take the opportunity to present them to a wider audience. Here 
is her report:

The drumbeat of news about the destruction of the natural world around us can 
seem overwhelming at the moment and for many of us the question we keep 
asking is what, if anything, can we do to change it? Now there are a number of 
initiatives in which all of us, from home gardeners to smallholders and farmers, 
can participate. This is an introduction to one of these, one that is both large 
and bold.
The Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust (GWT) has launched 
a Nature Recovery Network plan for the county, which 
will work with people like us to show how any piece 
of land, no matter how tiny, can contribute towards a 
countywide ecological network, including wildlife corridors 
and other such vital initiatives. The PGP has just agreed 
to participate in the planning stage of its cornerstone 
project: the GWT’s large-scale connected forested landscape initiative – a way of 
linking natural habitats, and we will keep you apprised of progress regularly. 
We are very lucky to be living in a highly varied landscape, whose topography 
and history of land ownership have meant that there is very little industrial scale 
agriculture. Small farms and small plots of land bounded by hedgerows with tracts 
of woodland throughout the region mean that there are already wildlife corridors in 
our area, however fragile some of them may be. In addition, we have groups like 
the PGP and Dean Meadows Group and local garden societies, which can and 
do contribute to restoring diverse habitats. The PGP, in particular, has inspired 
the creation of groups across the country dedicated to meadow preservation 
and restoration. It has a strong track record in showing how our two parishes 
can generate and influence not just local but national movements. This is why 
we believe we can assist the GWT with its ambitious new project. We very much 
hope this will be the start of our local area helping to transform the UK from one of 
the world’s most wildlife depleted countries to one where wildlife, gardening and 
farming flourish alongside each other. Watch this space -- and please do visit the 
PGP website for updates.
We are grateful to Corinna for keeping us in the picture. She will continue to do so. 
In other news, last month we had a short work session at the community orchard. 
We cut the grass, had coffee and cake, and admired the trees, which were almost 
all in full blossom. The fruit has now begun to set. As some of the trees are three-
year-olds we hope to enjoy some apples this year.

Mike Topp
www.parishgrasslandsproject.org.uk
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WYE VALLEY MUSIC (ST BRIAVELS MUSIC SOCIETY)
SUMMER CONCERTS AT ST BRIAVELS & CHEPSTOW: 
PIANO 4 HANDS & AN AMAZING GUITAR DUO

On Saturday 15th June at St Briavels 
Church at 7.30 pm, our guests will be 
Piano 4 Hands, Joseph Tong and 
Waka Hasegawa. Regarded as one of 
the UK's leading piano duos, they have 
given successful Wigmore Hall recitals 
and performed at major venues around 
the UK, including Bridgewater Hall in 
Manchester, St David's Hall, Cardiff and 
St George's Bristol. Their debut CD of 
Debussy piano duets was Album of the 
Week in The Independent and received 5 
stars in BBC Music Magazine. Subsequent 
recordings of Schubert duets and piano 
music by John McCabe have met with 
similar critical acclaim.
Their programme at St Briavels will be 
Mozart's Sonata in F major, the Schubert 
Fantasy in F minor and Debussy's Petit 
Suite. This will be followed by Airs of the 
Seasons, an evocative piece by Bristol-
born composer Ailsa Dixon, which was 
given its posthumous premiere recently by 
Joseph and Waka at St George's Bristol. 
The concert concludes with the wonderful 
Gershwin Rhapsody in Blue.
Admission will be £15 for non-members, 
£12 for WVM members and £2 for students 
up to age 25.
The concert will be preceded by the 
now-customary Strawberries and Fizz 
from 6.00 pm in the Castle Moat, a much-
appreciated social occasion (pre-booking 
essential £5 pp at www.wvm.org.uk).
Then on Sunday 30th June at 7.30 pm at 
Chepstow Drill Hall the performers will 
be the stunning Katona Twins Guitar 

Duo, critically acclaimed as “the classical 
world's best-known guitar duo” (Daily 
Telegraph). Peter and Zoltan Katona were 
born in Hungary, studied in Budapest and 
Frankfurt and at the Royal Academy in 
London. They now live in Liverpool. Their 
teachers have included the two UK guitar 
greats, Julian Bream and John Williams, 
and they are equally at home with classical 
and more popular music genres. They 
have performed at Carnegie Hall, the 
Wigmore Hall, the Concertgebouw and, in 
2009, at the Rotterdam Night of the Proms, 
broadcast worldwide. If you have never 
heard them, don't miss their extraordinary 
energy and musicianship.
Their programme includes music from 
Spain (Albeniz and Tarrega, the heart 
and soul of Spanish guitar music), South 
America (Piazzolla, of course!), the USA 
(Bernstein's West Side Story) and Belgium 
(the one-and-only Django Reinhardt).
Admission is £18 for non-members, £15 
for members and £2 for students up to 
age 25, and includes a complimentary 
glass of Sangria and nibbles in the 
interval. Pre-booking at www.wvm.org.uk 
is requested.
Membership offer: the Society's 
membership year runs from 1st August to 
31st July, but we are offering 15 months' 
membership, starting from 1st May for 
the price of 12. Join on-line at www.wvm.
org.uk for £15 per person, giving reduced 
entry to concerts (14 in total instead of just 
11) during the next 14 months.

Keith Norman 01594 530419
Enquiries can be made to the message line at 01291 330020 or by email to info@wvm.org.uk.

WYE VALLEY ARTS CENTRE, LLANDOGO
Beginners and improvers are very welcome on all the courses 
as all will enjoy the individual attention which the tutors can 
give to small groups of students. There are 1, 2 and 4 and 6 
day courses. Please ask for further details. We hope you will 
find an opportunity to come to The Wye Valley Arts Centre 
to enjoy our beautiful inspirational surroundings, the perfect 
creative environment.

SPRING/SUMMER 2019

THURSDAYS
June 6, 13, 20, 27

SILVER JEWELLERY (10 classes)
1.00 - 4.00pm
£230 for 10 x 3hr sessions (Silver not included)

Ann Skehel

FRIDAYS
June 7, 14, 21, 28

PAINTING & DRAWING (10 classes)
9.30 – 12.30pm and/or 1 - 4pm
£220 for 10 x 3hr sessions, am or pm

Ann Hulme

July 13, 14, 15, 
16, 17, 18

PAINTING AND DRAWING - 6 day course
£50 per day Ann Hulme

SATURDAY
July 20

PLAY WITH CLAY FOR A DAY
9.30 – 4pm £50 for one-day workshop Val Welham

SATURDAY
July 27

FOUR SEASONS PHOTOGRAPHY- Summer
9.30 - 12.30pm £25 David Broadbent

Tel: 01594 530214 Email: info@wyearts.co.uk Web: www.wyearts.co.uk

http://www.wvm.org.uk/
http://www.wvm.org.uk/
http://www.wvm.org.uk/
mailto:info@wvm.org.uk
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BROCKWEIR, HEWELSFIELD & ST BRIAVELS GARDEN SOCIETY

GARDENING IN THE GLOBAL GREENHOUSE
On Friday 14 June, 7.30pm at St Briavels Pavilion, we welcome Geoff Hodge, 
freelance gardening writer and broadcaster, to talk about gardening in a 
changing climate. This will be Geoff’s third visit to our society, although his 
last one was a while ago. He is a lively and informative speaker and it will be 
interesting to hear his views on this important topic.

Geoff has enjoyed a long career in horticulture, both hands on, as a garden 
centre manager, and through writing and journalism. He is gardening 
correspondent for BBC Radio Cambridgeshire and a regular guest on BBC 
Essex. He has written and edited a number of RHS gardening books, including 
Pruning, The Allotment Handbook, Propagation Techniques and Pruning & 
Training. His latest book is RHS Botany for Gardeners.

ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL PLANT SALE!
The annual plant sale took place at St. Briavels Pavilion on 28 April, held on 
a Sunday afternoon for the first time this year. The change of day didn’t deter 
people and we were delighted to see a queue forming ready for the doors 
to open. Customers were very keen to buy and the sale has a reputation for 
good quality, locally grown plants, usually at a fraction of garden centre prices. 
This proved quite a good year for bringing on young plants in time for the sale 
and we had an excellent range of fruit and vegetables, as well as small trees, 
shrubs, perennials, annuals, houseplants and gardening sundries to offer. 
Having bought their plants, many visitors relaxed over tea and cakes and 
enjoyed a good afternoon out.

Within the two hours we almost sold out and the sale raised over £1100, which 
will help to fund great speakers for the year ahead, and also contribute to the 
Garden Society's promotion of care for the environment and wildlife in the local 
community. Following the Society’s support for beekeepers over the last ten 
years, we hope to announce a new environmental project later in the year.

We warmly thank all the members and friends of the society who provided 
plants and other gardening items, and gave their time to help beforehand and 
on the day. Many thanks, also to Jill Skidmore for her support.

Anne Downes

IN MY GARDEN - Nature knows best
I know I’m not alone In falling for impulse plant purchases. I usually put mine 
in pots waiting for just the right space in the garden to present itself and more 
often than not the new beauty will sit in a prime spot looking lovely in flower 
and then, as I admit my mistake, it will be relegated to the back row.

Out of sight and mind is where the magic happens in my garden as nature 
takes over. Three shabby chic galvanised metal containers are now proudly 
back by my front door. Each had originally been planted with a glorious 

Agapanthus, not really suited to my laid back style of gardening - and they may 
still be in there somewhere - now overwhelmed by an explosion of flower and 
foliage. Mexican fleabane spills over the edges, covering the forget-me-nots, 

which have been a haze of delicate blue all spring. Bush vetch is 
just getting into its stride, its scrambling habit and flower colour 
will complement the tall and slender purple toad flax when that 
too comes into flower. I can see the leaves of seedling granny’s 
bonnet peeping out below. They are such promiscuous plants 
but I love them and my garden is home to hundreds in every 
shade of blue, pink and purple, as well and nearly black and an 

incredibly elegant pure white.

The Agapanthus shone only briefly but nature’s self sown 
assembly will continue to give me pleasure and will feed a range of 

insect species all summer. Nature really does know best.
Cheryl Cummings

WHAT TO DO THIS MONTH
It’s been another generally dry spring and nights are taking their time to 
warm up, with temperatures still dropping as low as five degrees in late May. 
However, plants have enjoyed the mild days and good light and many are 
coming into flower earlier than usual. Once again, wild flowers have been 
spectacular – and those we count as weeds are thriving! Remember that 
bees and other insects don’t discriminate between weeds and garden plants 
and leave some wilder corners of your garden for them to enjoy. There is 
plenty to do - but prioritise regular watering of vegetables, pots, newly planted 
perennials, trees and shrubs and keeping them weed free.

It’s often difficult to sit down and enjoy your garden in June without seeing 
several jobs that really need doing! It is a busy time but worth all the effort when 
your garden reaches its peak next month.

	● Hoe or pull out weeds from vegetable beds. Avoid digging and disturbing 
the soil more than absolutely necessary, to conserve moisture and nutrients.

	● Start feeding tomato plants once the first truss of flowers is set.
	● Sow small quantities of salad crops every two weeks to maintain a 
succession.

	● Keep your greenhouse well ventilated and water daily – but don’t leave 
plants standing in water.

	● Remember that even your sun loving, tender plants need a little shade, 
especially if they are in pots.

	● Prune early-flowering shrubs and climbers after flowering (if necessary).
Christine Haines

If you are interested in joining the Society you can see more about our 
programme and activities on our website at www.wyegarden.com or email 
wyegardensociety@gmail.com

http://news.bbc.co.uk/local/cambridgeshire/hi/tv_and_radio
http://news.bbc.co.uk/local/essex/hi/tv_and_radio
http://news.bbc.co.uk/local/essex/hi/tv_and_radio
http://astore.amazon.co.uk/gardenhortic-21
http://astore.amazon.co.uk/gardenhortic-21
http://astore.amazon.co.uk/gardenhortic-21
mailto:wyegardensociety@gmail.com
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There are no planned events this month. However we have now received the 
prospectus from Air in G and a copy is in the Brockweir Village Shop for perusal. 
Also check out www.airing.co.uk. 
We normally run 6 events a year in autumn and spring and like to have a mix of music, 
comedy and theatre, so take a look and let me know by mid June if there is anything you 
would like us to include, as I will need to arrange dates etc. A summary of prospective 
events is as follows:
CABARET ACTS:
From Judy to Bette: The stars of Old Hollywood - Rebecca Perry
Songs from the Music Hall - Cosmotheka
The Great Cabaret Safari - Shooshoobaby. Sassy Lasses harmonise.

MUSIC EVENTS:
A Klezmer Journey - London Klezmer Quartet. Jewish wedding music.
Acoustic Blues: A Musical History - Hot Fingers. 20s and 30s blues
A Capella Quadruplets - Men in General. Hilarious barbershop.
Beneath this Place - Will Finn and Rosie Calvert. Contemporary folk. Dance on Second Avenue.
She'Kyokh - Balkan Klezmer.
Gadarene - 5 piece folk band plays acoustic/electronic trance music
Kit Holmes and Al Greenwood - Jazz/folk/funk/rockabilly duo.
Tears of Laughter - Simon Mayor and Hilary James.Popular mandolin folk duo.

THEATRE EVENTS
Curse of the Mummy. Last Chance Saloon - Silly surreal comedy act.
Howzat?The Six Sixes Ball mystery - Celluloid Ltd. Cricket -based fake news/whodunnit.
Hyde and Seek - Flat Packed Theatre. One man show. Ghost story /song/sock 
puppets/gizmos.
Les Gloriables - Spitz and Co. Silly, riotous slapstick Anglo French duo.
Mrs Beeton my sister - Alison Neal. Serious one woman bio show.
The Scottish Falsetto Sock Puppet Theatre do Shakespeare. Saucy Shakespearian 
fun with sock puppets.
The Comedy of Errors -Two Gents Productions. Playful Shakespeare fun with a 
modern message. No sock puppets involved.
The Frozen Roman - Badapple Theatre Co. Witty, wistful, humorous and haunting story 
about Nimbys. Should appeal!
The Hard Way - Louise Jordan. One woman show celebrating Hannah Mitchell.
Those Magnificent Men - Foundry Group. Comedic true story of Alcock and Brown the 
first Atlantic flight pioneers, with cardboard planes.
A NUMBER OF FAMILY EVENTS:- see the list

We have already booked Johnny Coppin for Saturday 19th October and are looking 
at booking a couple of other celtic folk acts, The Drystones and The Trials of Cato in 
addition to the above.

Adrian Birch.

BROCKWEIR EVENTS AT MACKENZIE HALL

Advertisements continued on next page...

ADVERTISEMENTS.

CLEANER WANTED for casual work on Fridays in either of two holiday-lets in 
St.Briavels. Please contact Sue on 01594 531460
MINDFULNESS COURSES IN THE FOREST OF DEAN & WYE VALLEY 
Enhancing resilience & well-being through mindfulness. Courses for adults, 
children, teenagers, schools & teachers. 8 week courses, taster days, 
refresher sessions & silent retreat days. Contact Diana 07952 548040. 
www.mindfulnessforestandwye.co.uk
LUCY FEAR - ADVANCED MASSAGE PRACTITIONER - Reflexology, 
Myofascial Cupping and Kinesiology Taping. Studio 1, Ashweir Lodge, Main Rd, 
Tintern. NP16 6SE. 07853 251887
FLASH WINDOW CLEANING - Domestic & Commercial Window Cleaning. 10 
Years Experience. Internal & External Windows can be cleaned. Contact Jordan 
for a Quote. 07803 791485 / f-w-c@workmail.com Fully Insured / CRB Checked
SAMANTHA'S HOUSEHOLD SERVICES - Locally based: Domestic cleaning, 
Family catering, Laundry service, Dog walking/sitting, Shopping, Assistance 
to and from appointments, Holiday house watch and more. Call Samantha 
07885 529038 or email samanthalou822@gmail.com
BABYSITTING - Experienced Level 5 Childcare & Management trained. 5 years’ 
experience of varied ages. Contact Emma on 07392 846510. Please leave a 
message with what you need and I'll get back to you.
FOREST WILLS & ESTATE PLANNING – Help for you & your family with 
Wills, Lasting Powers of Attorney, Court of Protection, Funeral Plans & Probate. 
Home visits available. Contact Marcela on 0793084 3223 / 01594 516351 – 
www.forestwills.wordpress. Institute of Professional Will Writers member
CRADLE TO GRAVE CEREMONIES - Family Ceremonies,Weddings, 
Funerals. Helen Roberts, Civil Celebrant (ex-Village Agent) 
FOIC Trained. NOCN Accredited. Insured & DBS checked. 
Tel: 07765 342708 helen@cradle-to-grave-ceremonies.co.uk 
www.cradle-to-grave-ceremonies.co.uk
CHIMKNEE SWEEPS - Guild of Master Chimney Sweeps member. Fully 
Qualified. Fully insured. Certificates issued. Clean and dust free. Bird Nests 
removal. Stove Maintenance. Call Jordan on 07498 310712 or 01594 832820.
GCSE & A-LEVEL MATHS - Tuition from a very experienced, friendly & 
approachable tutor. Contact Rosie: rosie.amadia@gmail.com or find me at 
https://rosie-meakin.business.site.
MOBILE FOOT CLINIC - Hannah Davies, SAC Dip RFHP. Fully Qualified and 
Registered.Nail Trimming, Thickened Nails, Fungal Nails, Corns, Callus, Cracked 
Heels, Ingrown Toenails, Diabetic Care. For an appointment please telephone 
07493 054585.

http://www.airing.co.uk/
http://www.mindfulnessforestandwye.co.uk/
mailto:f-w-c@workmail.com
mailto:samanthalou822@gmail.com
http://www.forestwills.wordpress/
mailto:helen@cradle-to-grave-ceremonies.co.uk
mailto:rosie.amadia@gmail.com
https://rosie-meakin.business.site/
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ADVERTISEMENTS continued

LUKE’S TREE & GARDEN SERVICE - Tree Surgery- Grass Cutting- Hedge 
Trimming- Stump Grinding- Strimming. Call 07595 220696/ 01594 530431 for a 
free quote
M & G SERVICES - Specialist Alpine tractor, suitable for awkward banks and small 
paddocks. Services include: Flail Topping, Chain Harrowing, Bracken Cutting, 
Spraying and Log Splitting. Contact Mark: 07766 131374 or Gregor: 07518 
979170. E-mail: sitescan@outlook.com
RHS QUALIFIED GARDENER with over 14 years experience. Specialising in 
pruning, border renovation, garden design and the management of larger gardens. 
Physically fit and hard working. Call Alex Corfield on 07868 722477.
PAINTING & DECORATING SERVICE - Painting, tiling, shelving & general 
finishing work. 20 years experience of exceptional, quality interior work. Fast. 
Professional. Clean. Reliable. Call Justin on 07498 110852 for a free quotation
NEED A BUILDER? Extensions. Renovations. Roofing. Brickwork. Stonework. 
Carpentry. Contact Chris on 07778 572515
PROPERTY ENHANCEMENT – Painting, Decorating, Repairs and 
Maintenance, Tiling, Plumbing. Any job you feel you cannot do. Please call 
us. Ray James: 07789 743405 Jan Jones: 07766 756941.
LOCAL HANDYMAN - honest and hardworking. Home and garden, repairs and 
maintenance, painting and decorating. For free estimates and advice please call 
Chris on (01594) 531225.
YOGA @ ST BRIAVELS ASSEMBLY ROOMS with Ali Rose - 'create space in 
body, breath and mind'. Tuesday mornings,Thursday evenings & once a month 
Saturdays. www.yogawithalirose.co.uk for details / 07883678629.
YOGA - Every Friday from 9.30am - 11am at Mackenzie Hall with Kishe Redwood, 
CIYT 2004. Drop in or contact me first at wildwoodyoga.co.uk. Lovely end of 
week class for all to enjoy.
IYENGAR YOGA now in St Briavels! Every Tuesday @The Pavilion 9.15-10.45am. 
All welcome. Kishe demonstrates and observes well to assist and guide safely in 
all points of your practice. FFI www.wildwoodyoga.co.uk
ADULT TAP DANCING FOR FUN in the Moravian Church School Hall. 
Mondays 6.45pm Improvers + / Intermediates, 7.45pm Beginners. New 
beginners welcome. For more information call Deborah on 07801 479269 or 
email deborahstock@aol.com
ENJOY LEARNING MUSIC with John Hurley, CT ABRSM. Tuition given for piano, 
electronic keyboard, saxophone, clarinet, music theory and aural. Beginners 
& restarters welcome. Exams optional. Enhanced DBS certificate. St.Briavels 
01594 530890.

VILLAGE NEWS MAGAZINE
www.villagemag.co.uk

The JULY issue deadline is midday on Tuesday 18th June
(Adverts and boxed events to be submitted the Friday before)

Editorial: all contributions should be sent to: editors@villagemag.co.uk, or contact any of the 
Committee Members:

Babs Bergdahl 01594 530623 David Rees 01594 530443
Carolyn Norman 01291 689418 Hilary Lee 01291 689326
Christine Haines 01594 531050 Joyce McKay 01291 689910

Layout/typing/adverts: Christine Haines & John French; Collation: Sally Secrett; Treasurer: 
Joyce McKay
Views expressed within ‘Village News’ are those of individual contributors, and are not 
necessarily those of the magazine or its committee members. We reserve the right to 
amend, edit or refuse any articles.
Advertising: all requests should be sent to: advertising@villagemag.co.uk
Classified: 3-line adverts £3 per month - Display: 1⁄4 page adverts (A7) £5 monthly, 
minimum of 3 months. Advertising subject to availability and adverts must be paid for before 
printing. All cheques payable to: Village News.
Magazine subscriptions: take out an annual subscription for £3.60 by calling Sally Secrett on 
01594 530539, email: subscriptions@villagemag.co.uk

OUR PARISH CHURCHES 
St Mary the Virgin, St Briavels and St Mary Magdalene, Hewelsfield

Associate Parish Priest: Robert Simpson 01594 560202
Priest in Charge: David Treharne 01291 760034
Licensed Lay Reader: Mandy Vaughan 01594 530844
Churchwardens: St Briavels David Rees 

Martin Pagnamenta
01594 530443 
01594 531151

Churchwardens: Hewelsfield Gary Lewis 
Pauline Siddons

01594 833020 
01594 530524

Hon. Secretary: St Briavels Jean Sheraton 01594 531096
Hon. Secretary: Hewelsfield Pearl Bradney 01594 531075
Hon. Treasurer: St Briavels Roger Clewett 01291 680436
Hon. Treasurer: Hewelsfield David Wedel 01594 530633
Organists: Martin Pagnamenta 

Caroline Buffrey
Louise Greening
Jane Benson

01594 531151 
01291 689546
01594 530421
01291 689703

Electoral Roll Officer: St Briavels David Rees 01594 530443
Electoral Roll Officer: Hewelsfield Marion Harrison 01594 530264
St Briavels Congregational Church Pastor: Matt Rees, 01594 530098
Brockweir Moravian Church Rev Patsy Holdsworth 0117 9078994

mailto:sitescan@outlook.com
http://www.yogawithalirose.co.uk/
http://wildwoodyoga.co.uk/
http://www.wildwoodyoga.co.uk/
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USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
POLICE (non emergency calls) (UK dialling only) 101
Police Community Support Officer Mike Shuttleworth 01452 753804
Email:mike.shuttleworth@gloucestershire.pnn.police.uk
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH Field Officer (Chrissie Parkes) 01452 753784
ELECTRICITY (Power cuts) 08006 783 105
GCC HIGHWAYS (for potholes etc.) 08000 514 514
GRASS ROUTES BUS SERVICE 08000 858 015
MP (Forest of Dean): Mark Harper 01594 823482
COUNTY COUNCILLOR (Sedbury) Patrick Molyneux 01594 529174
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR Chris McFarling 01594 531225
(St Briavels, Hewelsfield & Brockweir, Alvington) chris.mcfarling@dean.gov.uk

USEFUL WEB ADDRESSES

Brockweir & Hewelsfield Parish 
Council www.hewelsfieldandbrockweirpc.org
Brockweir, Hewelsfield & St Briavels 
Garden Society www.wyegarden.com
Brockweir Village Shop www.bandhvillageshop.co.uk
Brockweir Youth Club www.brockweiryouthclub.co.uk
Mackenzie Hall, Brockweir www.brockweirvillagehall.co.uk
Parish Grasslands Project www.parishgrasslandsproject.org.uk
St Briavels Assembly Rooms www.st-briavels.com
St Briavels on Facebook www.facebook.com/StBriavelsWatch
St Briavels Parish Council www.stbriavels-pc.gov.uk
St Briavels School www.stbriavelsprimaryschool.co.uk
The Loft at Brockweir www.theloftatbrockweir.co.uk
Wye Valley Music www.wyevalleymusic.org.uk

DOCTORS’ SURGERIES
WYE VALLEY PRACTICE

St Briavels Surgery (including out of hours) 01594 530334
Trellech Surgery (including out of hours) 01600 860302

WYEDEAN PRACTICE
Tintern Surgery (including out of hours) 01291 689355

TO BOOK OUR VILLAGE ROOMS
Assembly Rooms, St Briavels Karen Cockfield 01594 530950
Mackenzie Hall, Brockweir Laura Beddis 01291 689604
Pavilion/Playing Field, St Briavels Jill Skidmore 01594 530035
School Hall, St Briavels School Office 01594 530428
The Loft, Village Shop, Brockweir Alison Macklin 01291 689995

PARISH COUNCILS:
St Briavels (Chair) Piers Chivers 01594 530552

handbpcadam@outlook.com
(Clerk) Ursula Deighton 01594 516518
(Snow Warden) Glenys Walker 01594 530198
 Hewelsfield & Brockweir (Chair) Adam Sinfield 01291 689213
(Clerk) Lyn Skuse 01291 680053

www.hewelsfieldandbrockweirpc.org
ACTION4OURCARE Pam Plummer 01594 530008
B.A.D.S Immy Lee 01291 689512
BROCKWEIR BOWLS CLUB Bob Broughton 01594 530003
BROCKWEIR EVENTS Adrian Birch 01291 689812
BROCKWEIR EVENTS SOCIAL TEAM Cath Baker 01291 689331
BROCKWEIR TABLE TENNIS Jean Green 01594 530955
BROCKWEIR VILLAGE SHOP Alison Macklin 01291 689995
BROCKWEIR YOUTH CLUB Barbara French 01291 689327
CHURCH BELL RINGING Paul Bergdahl 01594 530623
COMMUNITY WELLBEING AGENT Richard Skinner 01594 812447

(Village Agent) 07927 051328
FOOTPATHS St. Briavels John Hurley 01594 530890
 Brockweir & Hewelsfield Rudge Bowen 07785 270029
GARDEN SOCIETY John Gooder 01291 689979
HEWELSFIELD against Quarrying Bob Brown 01594 530147
HISTORY GROUP John Norman 01291 689418
HOBOS HEDGEHOG RESCUE Rosie Bishop 01594 531439
MACKENZIE HALL TENNIS CLUB Ayse Rugg 07766 719950

Rosalind Eaves 07854 676526
NOSH & NATTER Pauline Siddons 01594 530524
PARISH GRASSLANDS PROJECT Sally Secrett 01594 530539
PLAY AREA COMMITTEE Sarah McLellan 01291 680092
ST BRIAVELS ASSEMBLY ROOMS Karen Cockfield 01594 530950
ST BRIAVELS LITTER PICKERS Paul Lounds 01594 530573
ST BRIAVELS LUNCHEON CLUB Mary Perryman 01594 530505
ST BRIAVELS MOAT SOCIETY Sue Davis 01594 531460
ST BRIAVELS PEOPLE’S CHOIR Louise Greening 01594 530421
ST BRIAVELS EARLY YEARS School Office 01594 530428
ST BRIAVELS SCHOOL headteacher Sarah Helm 01594 530428

School bell ringing out of hours contacts: David Rees 01594 530443
Chris MacFarling 01594 531225

ST BRIAVELS SENIOR CITIZENS CLUB Sheila Brown 01594 530676
ST BRIAVELS W.I. Betty Bennett 01291 680018
WATER EMERGENCY 0800 7834444
WILD BOAR / DEER problems: Tim Hill 01452 830389
WILD BOAR / DEER problems Barry Hutchinson 07773 332467
WYE VALLEY MUSIC Keith Norman 01594 530419
WALKING FOR HEALTH John Hurley 01594 530890

http://www.hewelsfieldandbrockweirpc.org/
mailto:handbpcadam@outlook.com
http://www.hewelsfieldandbrockweirpc.org/
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wasleydarren@gmail.comFLOAT FORESTIN
TH
E

Float in the Forest is a floatation centre opening
in the Forest of Dean in February 2019

Floatation is a relaxation therapy where you float
effortlessly on the surface of warm water

saturated with Epsom salt

WHY FLOAT?
• Deep relaxation
• Pain relief
• Health & wellbeing
• Better sleep
• Enhanced performance
• Self-knowledge and meditation
• Floating is fun and feels great!

Find out more at: floatintheforest.co.uk
or call 01594 715215
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